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The Caſe. 


Whether the Church of Englands Symbo- 
lizing ſo far as it doth with the Church of 
Rome, makes Communion therewith Un- 


lawfal ? 


N ſpeaking to this Caſe, we will, 
Firſt, Premiſe, that there is a wide and vaſt d7- 
ſtance betwixt the Church of England and that of 
Rome. +; 

Secondly, Shew, that a Churches Symbolizing or a- 
greeing in ſome things with the Church of Rome, is no 
Warrant for Separation from the Church fo agreeing. 

Thirdly, Shew, that the Agreement that is between 
the Church of Zxg/and and the. Church of Rome, is in 
no wiſe ſuch, as will make Communion with the 
Church of England Unlawful. 


Firſt. We think it neceſſary to Premiſe, that there 
i524 wide and vaſt diſtance betwixt the Church of Eng- 
land and that of Rome. Our Church having renoun- 
ced all Communion with the Church of Rome, this 
ſpeaks the greateſt diſtance in the gexera/ betwixt the 
two Chuekibns And as their diſtance particularly in 
Government is manifeſt to all, from our Churches ha- 
ving utterly caſt off the Juriſdiction of the Papacy, 
ſo 1t is eaſie to ſhew, that there is likewiſe a mighty 


diſtance betwixt them, in Do&rine, Worſhip and Di/- 
B cipline. 


(2) 
cipline. But we ſhall not ſtand to ſhew this in each of 
theſe 4;/tinly, but rather make choice of zhis Method, 
wiz. to ſthew that our Church is moſt diſtant from, and 
oppoſite to the Church of Rowe. 

1. 1n all thoſe —_— and;Praftices, whereby this 


Church deprives her\/Mewbers of their due Liberty, and 
miſerably inſlaves them. 

2. tn all theſe Doitrines and Pradtices, in which ſte 
is juſtly Charged with plainly Contraditting the Fol 
Scriptures. EE IT, | 

2. In cach of their publick Prayers and Offices. 

4. Inthe Books they each receive for Canonical. 

5. In the Authority on which they each of them found 
their whole Religion, & R 

firſt, Our Church is at the greateſt diſtance from 
that of Reme, i» all thoſe Dattrines. and Prattices, þy 
which ſhe deprives her Members of their dne Liberty,and 
miſerably inflaves them, For Inſtance, ..* 

1. This Church denieth her Members all Judzment 
of. Diſcretdon in matters .of Religion :- She obligeth 

em to follow her /indfo/d, and to reſolve both their 
taith and judgment into hers ; as aſſuming »falibility 
to her felt, and binding all under pain ot Damnation 
to believe her infallible. | 

But our Church permits us the fu enjoyment of 
our due Liberty in beheving and judging ; and we A& 
not Jike Members of the Church ot Ergland, it (ac- 
cording to St. Pauls injunction we prove not all things, 
that we may hold faſt that which is good, if we 
believe every Spirit, which St, Fohn cautions us againlt) 
and do. not try the Spirits, whether they be of God; 
which he requires us to do. *Tis impollible that our 
Church ſhould oblige us'to an imp/icite faith in her- 
ſelf, becaule the diſclaimeth all pretenceto infalliZility: 


Our Church tells us, in her 19th. Article, that, As the 
Churches 


('3:.) 


Churches of Jeruſalem, and Alexandria, and Antioch, 
have erxea, {o.afſo the Church of Rome hath erred, not 


only in their Living, aud manner of Ceremonies, but. 


alſs in matters. of Faith. And our Churches acknow- 
ledgment is plainly 'implyed, in aflerting the moſt fa- 
mous Churches in the World; to have.crred from the 
Faith, that ſhe her /e/f muſt needs. be Obnoxious to 
Errour in matrers of Faith ;.and that ſhe would be guilty 
of the higheſt ampudence in denying it. 

2. The Church'of Rome impolcth a deal of moſt 
flavith Drudgery- in the vaſt multitude of her Rites 
and Ceremoyzes, and unreaſonably ſevere Tasks, and 
cruel Penances:;, AS'\ to- her. Ceremonies, they are fo 
vaſt. a number, as,are enough to take-up (as Sir Zdwyr 
Sandys hath obſerved a great' part of a mans life mere- 
ly to gaze on: And- abundance. of. them are ſo vain 
and Childiſh,, fo marvellouſly odd and uncouth, as 
that they can Naturally bring (to ule that Gentlemans 
words, ,who way 2 curious ebſerver .ot .them in the 
Popith Countries) no other than diſgrace and contempt, 
to thoſe exerciſes of Religion wherein they are ſtirring. In 
viewing only thoſe that are injoyned in the Common 
Ritwal, one wauld-bleſs ones ſelt-to think;how it ſhould 


eter anto-the minds of Mex, and much more. of Chri/ſti- 


ans,to invent ſuch things. ! And the like may be ſaid -of 
the Poptth Zas#s and Penances, in impoſing of which 
the Priefts.are Arbitrary, and ordinarily lay the moſt 
Sycre-and-'Crucl ones on the lighteſt offenders, when 
the moſt.-Leud amy Seandatous. come oft with-a bare 
laying of thei, Beads thriegiover,, or ſome ſuch inſig- 
mitcant and idle buſineſs. 

But, the Church of Eng/and' impoſeth nothing of 
tiat Drudgery,; which makes ſuch Vallals of the poor 
Papifls.. Her Rray-are exceeding few," and thole plam 
and eaſre, grave and-maniy, tounded on the Practice i» 

| | B 2 | the 
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the Charch, long before Popery appeared upon the 
Stage of the World. Our Church hath abandon'd the 
froe Popiſh Sacraments, and contents her ſelf with 
thoſe zwo which Chriſt hath ordained : As is to be ſeen 
in her 252th. Article, where ſhe declares that, There are 
two Sacraments ordained of Chriſt our Lord in the Goſpel, 
that is to ſay, Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord, 
Thoſe frve commonly called Sacraments, that is to ſay, 
Confirmation , Penance, Orders, Matrimony and Ex- 
treme Unition, are not to be counted for Sacraments of 
the Goſpel; being ſuch as have grown, partly of the Cor- 
rupt following of the Apoſtles, partly are ſlates of life 
allowed in the Scriptures: But yet bave not like Nature 
of Sacraments with Baptiſm and the Lords Supper : For 
that they bave not any viſible Sign or Ceremony ordained 
of God. The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt, 
70 be gazed upon, or to be carried about, &c. Andin 
ſaying that our Church owns not the forementioned 
Popiſh Sacraments, is implyed that ſhe hath nothing 
to do with any of thoſe very many Superſtitious Fop- 
peries which are .injoyned in the offices appointed for 
the Adminiſtration of thoſe Sacraments. 
Again our Church no whit more. imitates that of 
Rome in her Cruel Tasks and Penances, than in her 
Ceremonies; as is needleſs to be ſhewed, 

In ſhort, in our Churches few Rites, ſhe hath uſed 
no other Liberty, but what ſhe judgeth agreeable to 
thoſe Apoſtolical Rules of Doing all things decently and 
in order; and Doing all things to Edification. And 
the impoſeth her Rites (not as the Church of Rome 
doth hers) as neceſſary, and as parts of Religion, but as 
merely indifferent and changeable things ; as we find | 
in her 34th. Article, where ſhe declares that, Every | 
Particular or National Church, hath Authority to Or- 
dain, Change and Aboliſh Ceremonies, or Rites of the 

| Church, 
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Church, Ordained only by Mans Authority, ſo that all 
things be done to Edifying. And this Article begins 
thus, 1t is not neceſſary that Traditions and Ceremonies 
be in all places one or utterly like ; for at all times they 
have been divers, and may be changed according to the 
diverſities of Countries, Times and Manners; ſo that 
mthing be Ordained againſt Gods Word. 

2. The Church of Rome Subjefts her Members by 
ſeveral of her DoCrines to inſlaving Paſſions. For 
inſtance, that of Purgatory makes them all their life 


time ſubject ro the bondages of Fear ; at leaſt thoſe of - 


them who are ſo ſolicitous about the life ro come, as 
tocntertain any miſtruſt or doubting (as it's ſtrange if 
the moſt Credulous of them do not) concerning, the 
Efficacy of Penances and Indulgences. 

Her Doctrine of Auricular Confeſſion ſubjefts all that 
are not forſaken of all Modeſty to the paſſion of Shame. 


Her Doctrine of the Dependence of the Efficacy 'of | 
S 


the Sacraments - the Prieſts intention, muſt ne 
expoſe all conſiderative people, and thoſe who have 


any ſerious concern abour their ſtate hereatter, to great 


Anxiety and Solicitude. 

But rheſe Doctrinesareall rejzeted by the Church of 
England. That of Purgatory ſhe declares againſt in 
theſe Words: Article 22d. The Romiſh Dottrine of 
Purgatory, is a vain thing fondly invented and ground- 
ed on no Warranty of Scripture, but rather Repugnant to 
the word of God. As to that of Auricular Confeſſion, 
nothing like it is taught or PraCtiſed in our Church. 
Her Members are obliged only to Contels their Sins 
to God, except when *tis neceſſary to Confeſs them to 
Men,for the relieving of their Conſciences,and their ob- 
taining the Prayers of others; or in order to the righting 
of thoſe they have wronged, when due fatisfation can't 
otherwiſe be made; or in order to their giving Glory - 

God, 
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God, when they are juſtly accuſed and their guiſe 
proved: in which caſes,and ſuch like, 'tis without dil- 
pute our duty to conteſs to Men. | 

Nor have we any ſuch Doctrine in o«r Church, as 
that of the Dependence of the Efficacy of the Sacraments 
ou the Prieſts intention ; but the Contrary is ſufficicnt- 
ly declared, Article 26th, viz. that The Efficacy of 
Chriſts Ordinance is not taken away by the Wickedneſs 
of thoſe that Miniſter. 

3. The Church of Rome ſubjeas her Members by 


Not a few of her Doctrines and Practices to Ye Afet;- 


ons and Vices of all forts : As might be Jargely thew- 
ed, and will be in part under the next head of 
diſcourſe. | 

But our Church neither maintains any Licentious 
Principle,nor gives Countenance to any ſuch Practice; 
our Adverſarics themſelves being Judges. 

Secondly. The Church of Eng/and 1s at the great- 
eſt diſtance from that of Rome, in all thoſe Doltrines 
and Pradtices in which ſhe is juſtly charged with plainly 
contradicting the Holy Scripture, For inſtance, (not 
to repeat any of thoſe ranked under the foregoing head, 
ſeveral of which may alſo fall under ths, )Her Doctrincs 
ot Image Worſhip, of Invocation of Saints ( with her 
groſs praQtiſing upon them) of Tranſub/tantiation, of 
Pardous and Tadulgencies, of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
wherein Chriſt is pretended to be ſtill offered up afreſh 
tor the quick and dead, -Zzer keeping the Holy Scrip- 
tures from the Vulgar, and mating it ſo hainous acrime 
ro read the Bible, becauſe by this means her foul Er- 
TOUrs Will be in fuch danger of being diſcovered, and 
the People. of not continuing implicite believers. 
{ler injoyning the! faying of Prayers, and the Admi- 
niftratica of the Sacraments in an unknown Tongue, 
{ict KobLins the / 4/7) of the C40 1 the Lords Supper. 

x {1{cr 
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Her probibiting Marriage-to Prieſts, - {ſer Dodrines 
of Merit, and works of Supererogation. ler making 
ſimple Formication a mere Venial ſin. Her damning al 
that are not of her Communion. Her moſt deviliſh cruelties 
towards thoſe mhom ſhe is pleaſed to pronounce Heretichs. 
Her darling Sons Dactrines of Equivocation and Men- 
tal Reſervations ; of the Popes power of diſpenſing with 
the moſt Solemn Oaths, and of abſolving Subjetts from 
their Allegiance to their Lawful Princes: with many 
others not now to be reckoned up. 

But the Church of Zg/anud Aboniinates zheſe and 
the /ike Principles and Practices. As to the inſtances 
of Image Worſhip, Invocation of Saints, and Pardons 
and helen, what our Church declareth concern- 
ing Purgatory, ſhe adds concerning 2heſe things too, 
Article 22.d.\viz. That the Romiſh Dottrine concerning 
Pardons, Worſhip and Adoration, as well of Images as 
of Relicks, as alſo Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing 
vainly invented and grounded on no Warranty of Scrip- 
ture ; but rather Repugnant to the Word of God, And 
asthere is no ſuch Practice as Worſhipping of Images 
in or Church, ſoall are deſtroyed which Popery had 
Erected among us. Nor have we 1n our Church any 
Co-Mediators with Jeſus Chriſt; we Worſhip only 
one God, by one only Mediator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
And the now mentioned Practices, our Church doth 
not only declare to be Repugnant to the Floly Scrip- 
tures, but to be likewiſe moſt groſly /dolatrous, wiz. 
in the Zomiles. 

As to the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation , our 
Church declareth her ſenſe thereot Arzzc/e 282h. in 
theſe Words : Tranſubſtantiation (or the change of the 
ſubſtance of Bread and Wine) #» the Supper of the Lord, 
cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but it is Repugnant to 
the plain terms of Scripture ; overthroweth the Nature 
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.of a Sacrament; and hath given occaſion to many Super. 
ſtitions. The Body of Chriſt is given, taken and eatey 
in the Lords Supper, only after an Heavenly and Spiri. 
tual manner; and the mean whereby the Body of Chriſt 
1s received and Eaten in the Supper is Faith. The $4. 
crament of the Lords Supper was not by Chriſts Ordinance 
reſerved, carried about, lifted up, or Worſhipped. As 
to the Sacrifices of the Maſs, ſee what our Church faith 
of it, Article 3 1/t. viz. That the offering of Chriſt once 
made, is that perfett Redemption , Propitiation and 
Satisfattion F pd all the Sins of the whole World, both 
Original and Afual; and there 1s none other Satisfafti- 
on for fins but that alone. Wherefore the Sacrifices of the 
Maſs, in the which it was commonly ſaid, that the Prieſt 
did offer Chriſt for the quick and the dead, to have Re. 
miſſion of pain or guilt, were Blaſphemous Fables, and 
aangerous deceits. 

As to the Church of Romes locking up the Scriptures, 
and prohibiting the reading of them, Our Church hath 
not only more than once cauſed them to be Tranſlated 
into our Mother-Tongue, but alſo, as I need nct ſhew, 
gives as free Liberty to the reading of the Bible, as of 
any other Book ; nor is any duty in our Church eſteem- 
ed more neceſſary, than that of Keading the Scrip- 
tures, and Hearing them read. 

As to Praying and Adminiſtring the Sacraments in 
an unknown Tongue, as this 1s contrary to the Pradice 
of the Ghurch of England, fois it to her Declaration 
allo, Article 24th. viz. That it is a thing plainly Re- 
pugnant to the Word of God, and the Cuſtom of the Pri- 
mitive Church, to have publick Prayers in the Church, 
or to Adminiſter Sacraments in a Tongue 'not underſtand- 
ef of the People. 


As 


RT, 

As to RoBbing the Laity of the Cup in the Lords Sup- 
per ; in Our Church they may not receive the Bread, 
it they refuſe the Cup. And Article 30. tells us, That 
the Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the Laity, for 
both the parts of the Lords Sacrament, by Chriſts Or- 
dinance and Commandment, ought to be Adminiſtred 
to af Chriſtians alike. As to nn Marriage to 
Prieſts, this is declared againſt, Article 32. Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons are not Commanded by Gods. Law, 
either to vow the Eſtate of ſingle Life, or to abſtain from 
Marriage ;' therefore it is Lawful for them as for all 
other Chriſtian Men, to Marry at their own diſcretion, 
as they ſhall judge the ſame to ſerve better to godlineſs. 

Asto the Popiſh DoCtrine of Merit, Our Church de- 
clares againſt *his, Article 11. We are accounted righ- 
teous before God, only for the Merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own Works, 
or Deſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
Faith only, (viz. ſuch a Faith as purifies the Heart, 
and _—_ by Love) is a moſt wholſome Dottrine, and 
wery full of Comfort ; as more largely is expreſſed in the 
Homily of Juſtification. 

As to the Doftrine of Supererogation, this is con- 
futed, Article 14. Yoluntary Works, beſides, over and 
above Gods Commandments, which they call Works of 
Supererogation, cannot be taught without Arrogance and 


Impiety : For by them Men do declare, that they do not * 


only render unto God as much as they are bound to do, 
Put that they do more for his ſake than of bounden duty 
s required : whereas Chriſt ſaith plainly, when ye have 
fone all that are Commanded to you, ſay, we are unpro- 
fable Servants. | 

As to makings fimple Fornication a meer Venial ſin ; 
Our Church will endure no ſuch Dorine. For as in 


the Litany ſhe calls Fornication expreſly a deadly _ 
0 O 
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( 10) 
ſo hath it ever been accounted in Our Church,one of the 
moſt deadly, even confidgred as diſtin from Adultery, 

As to the Church of Romes Damning all that are uot if 
her Communion, the Church of Exg/and is guilty of no 
uncharitableneſs /ike it ;* and never pronounced fo fad a 


ſentence againſt thoſe in Communion with the Church 


of Rome, as great a deteſtation as ſhe expreſieth, in the 
Fomilies , elfecially of her Idolatrous and Wicked 
Principles and Practices. She is ſatisfied to Condemn 
the groſs Corruptions of that Apoſtate Church, and 
leaves her Members to ſtand or tall to their own Maſter, 
nor takes upon her ta achurch her. 

And as to the remaining moſt 7wmoral Principles 
and Practices of the Romiſh Church, which are all as 
contrary to Natural as to revealed Religion, the great- 
eſt Encmics Our Church hath, cannot ſurely have the 
forchead to charge her with giving the leatt counte- 
nance to any /#ch. . There being no Church in 
Chriſtendom that more ſeverely Condemns all inſtan- 
ces of Unrightcouſneſs and Immorality, 

Thirdly, The Church of England 1s at a mighty di- 
ſtance from the Church of Rome, in reterence to their 
Publick Prayers and Offices. Whereas our Liturgy hath 
been by many Condemned as greatly reſembling the 
Maſs Book, all that have compared them do know the 
contrary, and that there is a vaſt difference between 
them, both as zo mazter and form: Although: ſome 
tew of the ſamePrayers are found in both, and three 
or four of the ſame Rites ; of which more hereafter. T0 
ſhew this throughout in the particu/ars,would bea very 
long and tedious task : I will therefore ſingle out the 0r- 
der of Adminiſtration of Infant-Baptiſm, as we have 
Itin the Roman Ritual, and deſire the Reader to com- 
pare it with that in or Eiturgy ; and by this take a 
meaſure of the likeneſs between our Liturgy, and = 

Mals 
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Maſs Book, &c. there being no. greater agreement be- 
tween the Morning and Evening Services, and the 
other Offices of each, than is between theſe two ; ex- 
cepting that, beſides the Lords Prayer, there is »o 
Prayer belonging to the Popi/ſh Office of Baptiſm to be 
met with 1n ozrs. | 

For the ſake of the Readers who underſtand no more 
of the Language, that the Popiſh Prayers and Offices 
are expreſſed in, than the generality of thoſe that make 
v/e of them, take the following account of the Popiſh 
Adminiſtration of wy any, in our ow# Tongue. 

To paſs by the long Bedroul of Preparatory Pre- 
ſcriptions, the Prieſt, being dreft in a Surplice and 
Purple Robe, calls the infant to be Baptized by his 
Name, and faith, what askeſt thou of the Church of God 2 
The God-Father anſwers, Faith. 'The Prieſt faith a- 
eain, What ſhalt thou get by Faith > The God-Father 
replies, Eternal life. Then adds the Prieft, If there- 
fore thou wilt Enter into life, keep the Commandments ; 
thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart, 
&c. and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, 

Next the Prieſt blows three gentle puffs upon the In- 


fants face, and faith (as if we come all into the World 
_ poſſeſſed by the Devil,) Go out of him O unclean Spirit, 


and give place to the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. "Then 
with his Thumb he makes the Sign of the Croſs, on 
the Infants Forchead and Breaſt, ſaying ; Receive the 
Sign of the Croſs both in thy Forehead, and in thy heart : 
Take the faith of the Heavenly Pracepts, and be thy 
manners ſuch, as that thou maiſt now become the Tem- 
ple of God. 

After this follows a Prayer that God would always 
protett this his Eledt one (calling him by his Name ) 
that 1s Signed with the Sign of the Croſs, &tc. And at- 


ter a longer Prayer (the Prieſt laying his hand on the 
=: Intants 


(12) 
Infants head) comes the Benediition of Salt : of which . 
zbis is the Form. 

1 exorcize (or conjure) thee O Creature of Salt, in 
the Name of God the Father Almighty ve, and in the 
Love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we, and in the Power of 
tbe Holy Ghoſt wa. 7 conjure thee by the —_ God de, 
by the True God whe, by the Holy God whe; by the God 
oe which Created thee for the ſafeguard of ' Mankind, 
and hath ordained that thou ſhouldeſt be conſecrated by 
his Servants, to the People entring into the Faith, that, 
in the Name of the Holy Trinity, thou ſhouldeſt be made 
a wholeſome Sacrament, for the driving away of the 
Enemy. Moreover we Pray thee O Lord our God, that 
in Santtifying thou wouldeſt Santtifie wa this Creature of 
Salt, and in Bleſſing thou wouldeſt Bleſs it »Þe, that it 
may be to all that receive it a perfett Medicine remain- 
ing in their Bowels, in the Name of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; who is about to come to judge the guick and 
dead, and the World by fire, Amen. This Idle and 
prophanc Form being recited, the Prieſt proceeds in 
us Work with the poor Infant ; and next, putting a 
little of this Holy Salt into his mouth, -he calls him 
by his Name, and faith, Take thou the Salt of Wiſdom : 
(and adds moſt impiouſly) be zt thy propitiation unto 
Eternal Life, Amen. This ended with the Pax tecum, 
God Almighty is next mockt with a Prayer, That thu 
Infant, who hath taſted this firſt food of Salt may not be 

ſuffered any more to hunger, but may be filled with Ce- 
leſtial Food, &c. 

Now follows another Exorciſing of the Devil, where- 
in heis conjured as before, and moſt wofully becalled. 
And next the Prieſt Signs the Infant again with his 
Thumb on the Forehead , ſaying, And this Sign of 
the Holy Croſs of which we give to his Forehead, thou 
Curſed Devil never dare thou to Violate. By the ſame 


Feſus 
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Teſus Chrift our Lord, Amen. And now after all this 
tedious expeQation, we ſee ſome Sign of Baptiſm ap- 
proaching, for the Prieſt puts his hand again on the 
Infants head, and puts up a very good Prayer for him, 
in order to his Bapriſm. 

The Prayer being ended, he puts part of his Robe 
upon the Infant, and brings him within the Church, 
(tor he hath been without all this while) ſaying, (cal- 
ling him by his Name) Enter thou into the Temple of 


God, that thou mayeſt partake with Chriſt in Eternal 


Life, Amen. Then follow the Apoſtles Creed, and 
the Pater Nofter, But after all this here's more exer- 
ciſe tor our Patience, tor the Prieſt talls to his fooling 
again : For now comes another Exorcifing or Conju- 
r1ng of the Devil. And this being alſo concluded, the 
Prieſt takes Spittle out of his Mouth, and touches 
therewithathe Ears and Noſtrils of the Infant. And 
in touc his right and left Ear, he faith, Ephphatha 
6) Be opened. Then, touching his Noſtrils, he 
aith,for a ſavoxr of Sweetneſs: nodoubt mighty ſweet.) 


Another Conjuration of the Devil followeth, in theſe _ 


Words, Be packing, O Devil, for the judgment of God is 
at hand. 

And now the Prieſt will make you hope again that 
he hath not forgotten his main buſineſs : For he asks 
the Infant, whether he renounces the Devz/, and a7 
his Works, and all his Pomps ; of which he makes three 
Queſtions; and the God-Father diſtintly anſwers to 
tzem. But alaſs he is thus ſoon gone off trom his pro- 
per Work again, for now you have him dipping his 
Thumb in ZZoly Oy/, and anointing the Infant with it 
11 his breaſt, and betwixt his Shoulders, in the figure 
of a Croſs, ſaying, 7 anoint thee with the Oyl of Salva= 
tion, in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, that thou mayeſt obtain 
Eternal Life, Amen. 

Then 
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Then next he puts off his Purple Robe, and puts on 
another of a White Colour, and talls in good carneſt tg 
the great buſineſs: for having askt three more Quetti. 
ons out of the Creed, and received the God-Fathers 
Anſwers, and this other Queſtion, Whether the Infant 
will be Baptized 2 and received the God-Fathers ar- 
ſwer to that, he pours Water thrice upon the Childs 
head, as hereciteth over it our Saviours Form of Bap- 
tiſm, doing it each time, at the naming of each of 
the three Perſons. 

And now (that the Prieſt mayn't concluae leſs wiſely 
than he began) comes the Chriſm or Holy Ointment, 
in which dipping his Thumb, and Anointing the [n- 
fant upon the Crown of his head in the figure of a 
Croſs, he thus Prayeth, O God omnipotent, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath regenerated thee of 
Water and the Holy Ghoſt, and who hath givewehee Pare 
don of all thy Sins, Anoint thee with the Ch of Sal- 
vation,in the ſame Chriſt Feſus our Lord,to Eternal Life, 
Amen, Andnext, after the Pax 714, and the wiping 
of his Thumb, and the Anointed head, he takes a White 
Linnen Cloath and putting it on the Childs head,uſeth 
this Form, Take the white Garment which thou maiſt 
carry unſpotted before the Tribunal of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that thou maiſt have Eternal Life, Amen. 

And Laſtly, He puts into the Childs, or his God- 
Fathers hand a lighted Candle, and faith, Recezve the 
burning Lamp, and keep thy Baptiſm blameleſs, keep Gods 
Commandments, that when the Lord ſhall come to the 
Wedding, thou maiſt meet him, together with all his 
Saints, in the Celeſtial Court, and maiſt have Eternal 
L ife,and live for ever, Amen. Concluding all with this 
Form, Go in Peace and the Lord be with thee, Amen. 

And as if there were not tooling and ridiculous do- 
ings enough in this Ollice of the Common Ritual, there 

are 
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aredivers others added to them, in the Pa/torale : For 
inſtance, the Ceremony ot blowing tlirice in the Childs 
Face is here to be done Croſ5ways. And after the Conju- 
ration tollowing,to which 2wo more are here added, the 
Pric{t Croſſing his Forehead,faith,7 Sr7x thee in the Fores 
head in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrijt, that rhou 
maiſt truſt in him. Then he Crolleth his Eyes, ſaying, 
1 bleſs thy Eyes, that thou maiſt ſee his Brightneſs. 


Then his Ears, ſaying, / bleſs thine Fars that thou writ, co. 
waiſt hear the Word of his truth. Then his Noſtrils, = _ 
pre CrYIDca y 

a : | - the Ritual in 
ſweerneſs. Then his Breaſt, ſaying, 7 bleſs thy Breaſf, the Office of 
Ault Bap- 
tiſm, but with 
a variation ot 


laying, £ bleſs thy Noſtrils, that thou maiſt ſmell his 


that thou maiſt beljeve in him. Then his Shoulders, 
laying, 7 BGleſs thy Shoulders, that thou maiſt 
bear the Toke of his Service. Tnen his Mouth, 


. laying, 7 bleſs thy Mouth, that thou mayſt Confeſs him, 


who" Lives and Reigns God with the Father, xc. Again, 
The Child here receives the Sign ot the Croſs in his 
Right-hand, the Prieſt ſaying, (calling him by his 
Name) Z deliver thee the Sign of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, in thy Right-hand, that thou maiſt Sign thy 
ſelf, and drive away the Enemy on all /ides from thee, 
and maiſt have Eternal Life, &c. 

Here allo the Prieſt is to lay his Robe on the Child 
in the Figure of a Croſs,with a many dire menaces tor- 
menting the Devil before his time. - Here alſo the 
Ave DMaria is added to the Pater No/ter. The Intant 
likewiſe hath 77s Beneciction pronounced over him 
before his going to the Font; 7he Benedidtion of God 
the Father we Almighty, and of his Son wha aud Holy 
Ghoſt whe defſcend and abide upon thee, and the Angel 
of the Lord keep thee, until thou comeſt to Holy Baptiſm. 
As if the poor Creature were in mighty danger of be- 
ing carried away by the Devil, betore he could be 
Baptized, notwithſtanding all the palt Comm 
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and dreadful doings that had been made with him, 
and all the Croſles, together with the holy Oyl, and 
holy Spittle beſtowed on the Infant. And laſtly ( to 
name no more additions, tho there are divers others) 
the Flax wherewith the anointed places are wiped is 


' ordered to be burnt over a:Pond of Water. 


It thoſe who are unacquainted with our Churches 
office of Baptiſm would, after the Reading of this of 
the Romiſh Church, conſult ovrs, they will immedi. 
ately acknowledge that no two things can well be more 
unlike than are theſe two Offices. And the like, as 
was ſaid, may be ſeen in the reſt, as thoſe may per- 
ceive who, it they underſtand forry Latine, will take 
the pains to compare theirs with ours. And whereas 
we aſſerted the fame thing of their and our Forms of 
Morning and Evening Prayers, we mig ht particularly 
inſtance in the Litanies, Our Litany (which I think, 
if compariſons may be allowed, is the choiceſt part of 
our Service), is more than any other part of the Li- 
turgy condemned by Diſlenters, as Savouring of Po- 
piſh Superſtition ; But , as nothing but great Igno- 
rance can make any man think it really doth fo, fo I 
am perſwaded that the meer comparing it with hat 
of the Romani/ts might incline the moſt prejudiced to 
call it a molt Proteſtant piece of Devotion : For they 
ſhall find invocations of Saints and Angels to pray for 
them, the greater part of the Popiſh Litany. "Next 
atter the //oly Trinity St. Mary is there invoked firſt 
by name, then as the Mother of God, then as the Yir- 
gin of Virgins, Next to her, three Angels are invoked 
by ame. Then all the Angels and Arch- Angels together. 
7 hen all the holy Orders of Bleſſed Spirits. Next John 
the Baptiſf, Next all the Patriarchs and Prophets. 


| Next St. Peter and all the other Apoſtles and Evange- 


(i/ts by name. Then Altozether, Then ail the holy 
Diſciples 
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Diſciples of our Lord, then all the Holy 1nnocexrs. 
Then the Protomartyr St. Szephen, and Ten other by 
Name. Then all the Holy Martyrs together. Then 
Seven more Saints. Then all the Biſhops and Confeſſors 
together. Then all the Holy Doors. Then Five more 
of their own great Saints by Name. Then all the Holy 
Prieſts and Levites. Then all the Holy Monks and 
Hermites. Then Seven She-Saints by Name. Then all 
the Holy Yirgins and Widows, And Laſtly, All the 
He and She Saints together. 

But the brevity I am confined to in this Diſcourſe 
will not permit me to abide any longer upon this Argu- 
ment, of the vaſt diſtance between theſe two Churches 
in referenceto their Publick Prayers and Offices. 

Fourthly, We proceed to ſhew, that there is, alſo no 
ſmall diſtance between the Church of Exg/and,and that 
of Rome,in reference to the Books they receive for Canoni- 
cal. This will be Immediately diſpatched : For no 
more is to be ſaid upon ths ſubje&t, but that, whereas 
the Church: of Rome takes all the Apocryphal Books in- 
to her Canon, the Church of England, like all other 
Proteſtant Churches, receives only thoſe Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament tor Canonical Scripture, as 
the declares in her Sixth Article, of whoſe Authority 
there was never any doubt in the Church. And ſhe de- 
careth concerning the p— Books in the ſame 

Article, citing St. /erom tor her Authority, That the 
Church doth read them for Example of life, and In- 
firution of manners, but yet it doth not apply them to 
Eftabliſh any Doftrine. And after the example of the 
Primitive Church, no more doth GUYS ; and appoints 
the reading ſome of them on Holy Days, only upon the 

toreſaid Account. : 
In the Fifth and 7.aft place, The Church of Frg/aud 
sat the greateſt diſtance potlible trom the Church of 
Rome 
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Rome, in reference to the Authority on which they each 
found their whole Religion. As to the Church of Rome, 
ſhe makes her own Intallibility:the Foundation of Faith, 
For 

t. Our belief of the Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures themſelves muſt, according to ber Doctrine, 
be founded upon her infallible Teſtimony. 

2. As to that Prodigious deal which ſhe hath added of 
her own to theDoQtrines and Precepts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and which ſhe makes as neceſlary to be believed 
and practiſed, as any matters of Faith and Practice con- 
tained in the Scriptures (and more neceſlary too, than 
many of them)the Authority of thoſe things is founded 
upon her unwritten Traditions, and the Decrees of her 
Councils; which ſhe will have to be no leſs inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt, than were the Prophets and Apoſtles 
themſelves. 

But Contrariwiſe the Church of England doth, 

1. Build the whole of her Religion upon the So/e Au- 


_ thority of Divine. Revelation in the Zoly Scriptures: 


And therefore ſhe takes. every jot thereof out of the 
Bible. She makes the Scriptures the Complete Rule of 
her Faith, and of her Praftice too, in all matters: ne- 
cellary to Salvation, that 1s, in all the parrs of Reli- 
g10n ; Nor is there any Genuine Son of zhis Church, 
that maketh any thing a part of his Religion that 
is not plainly contained in the Bible. Let us ſee 
what our Church declateth to this purpoſe, in her 
16. Article, viz. That Holy Scripture containeth all 
—_ neceſſary to Salvation; ſo that whatſoever is not 
read therein,nor may be proved thereby,is not to be requi- 
red of any Man,that it Rould be believed as an Article of 


Faith; or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. 
So that,as Mr. Chill;nugworth,faith, THE BIBLE,THE 
BIBLE IS THE RELIGION OF PROTESTANTS: 


So 
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So you ſee the Bible is the Religion of the Proteſtant 
Church of England : Nor doth ſhe fetch one 7:tle of 
her Religion either out of unwritten Traditions, orDe- 
crees of Councils, Notwithſtanding ſhe hath a great Re- 
verence for thoſe Councils which were not a Company 
of Biſhops and Prieſts of the Popes packing, to ſerve his 
purpoſes,and which have beſt deſerved the Name of Ge- 
neral Councils, eſpecially the Four firſt, yet her Reve- 
rence of them conlſiſteth not in any opinion of their /- 
fallibility : As appears by Article 14. General Councils 
may not be gathered together without the Commandment 
and Will of Princes ; and when they be gathered together 
(for as much as they be an Aſſembly of Men,whereof all be 
not Governed with the Spirit and Word of God ) they may 
Err, and ſometimes have Erred,even in things pertaining 
unto God, Wherefore things ordained by them as neceſſary 
to Salvation, have neither Strength nor Authority, unleſs 
it may be declared (that is, maniteſtly proved) that they 
be taken out of Holy Scripture. 

Let us ſee again how our Church ſpeaks of the mat- 
terin hand, Article 20. The Church hath Power to de-« 
cree Rites or Ceremonies, and Authority in Controver- 
fies of Faith : And yet it is not Lawful for the Church 
to Ordain any thing that is contrary to Gods Word Writ- 
ten; neither may it ſo Expound one place of Scripture, 
that it be Repugnant to another. Wherefore although 
the Church be a Witneſs and Keeper of Holy Writ (that 
1s, as the Jewiſh Church was ſo of the Canon of the 
014 Teſtament, by whoſe Tradition alone it could be 
known, what Books were Canonical, and what not, ſo 
tne Catholick Chriſtian Church, from Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles downwards is ſo, of the Canon of the New ;) 
Tet as it ought not to Decree any thing againſt the ſame, 
ſo beſides the ſame oaght it not to inforce any thing to be 
believed for neceſſity of Salvation, If it be asked who 
2 is 
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is to Judge, what is agreeable or contrary to Holy 
Writ ? tis maniteſt that Our Church leaves 1t to every . 
Man to Judge for himſelt. Burt 'tis Objected, that 'ris 

to be acknowledged, that if the Church only claimed 
a Power to Decree Rites and Ceremonies ; (that is, ac- 
cording to the general Rules of doing all things Decenr- 
ly and Orderly, and to Edification, which Power a/ 
Churches have ever Exerciſed) this may well enough 
conſiſt with private Perſons Liberty to Judge for them- 
ſelves, bur 'tis alſo ſaid in the now Cited Article, that 
the Church hath Authority in Controverſies of Faith ; 
and accordingly Or Church hath Publiſht 39 Articles, 
and requires ot the Clergy, &c. Subſcription to them, 
To this we Anſwer, that, we ſhall make one Article 
Egregiouſly to ContradiC another, and one and the 
ſame to Contradict it ſelf, if we underſtand by the 
Authority in Controverſies of Faith, which Our Church 
acknowledges a// Churches to have, nay more than 
Authority to Oblige their Members to outward. Sub- 
miſſion, when their Deciſions are ſuch as Contradict 
not any of the Eſſentials of our Religion, whether 
they be Articles of Faith, or Rules of Life ; not an 
Authority to Oblige them to aſſent to their Decrces, 
as intallibly true. But it is neceſſary to the maintain- 
ing of Peace, that all Churches ſhould be inveſted with 
a Power to bind their Members to outward ſubmiſſion 
in the Caſe aforeſaid; that is, when their ſuppoſed 
Errors are not of that Moment, as that 'tis ot more 
pernicious Conſequence to bear with them, than to 


' break the Peace of the Church by oppoſing them. 


And as to the torementioned Subſcription that 1s rc- 
quired to the 39 Articles, it is very Conſiſtent with 
Our Churches giving all Men Liberty to Judge tor 
themſelves, and not Exerciſing Authority (as the Ko- 
mulh Church doth” over our Faith; tor ſhe requires 

no 
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no Man to Zelieve thoſe Articles, but at worſt only 
thinks it Convenient that none ſhould receive Orders, 
or be admitted to Benefices, &c. but ſuch as do believe 
them {not all as Articles of our Faith, but many as 
interiour truths, and requires Subſcription to rhem 
as a Teſt, whereby to Judge who doth ſo believe them. 
But the Church of Rome requires all under Pain of 
Damnation, to Selieve all her long Bed-roul of DoCt- 
rines, which have only the Stamp of her Authority, 
and to believe them too as Articles of Faith; or to 
believe them with the ſame Divine Faith that we 
do the 1ndiſputable Doctrines of our Saviour -and hi 

Apoltles. | 

For a proof hereof, the Reader may conſult the Bull 
of Pope Pius the Fourth, which is to be found at the 
End of the Council of Trent. Herein it is Ordain- 
ed that Proteſſton of Faith ſhall be made and ſworn, by 
all Dignitaries, Prebendaries, and ſuch as have Bene- 
fices with Cure, Military Officers, &c. In the Form 
following : 

I. N. Do Believe with a firm Faith, aud do profeſs 
all and every thing contained in the Confeſſion of Faith, 
which is uſed by the Holy Roman Church, viz. [ be- 
lieve in one God the Father Almighty, and ſo to the end 
of the Nicene Creed. JI moſt firmly admit and Embrace 
the Apoſtolical and Fccleſtaſtical Traditions, and the 
other Obſervances and conſtitutions of the ſaid Church. 
Alſo the Foly Scriptures according to the Senſe which 
our Holy Mother the Church hath held, and doth hold, 
Ge. L profeſs alſo that there are truly and properly 
Seven Sacraments of the New Law, inſtituted by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and neceſſary to the Salvation of Man- 
kind; alrhouzh all are not neceſſary to every individual 
Perſon, &c. TI alſo admit and receive the Received 
and approved Rites of the Catholick Church, in the 

| | Solemn 
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Solemn Adminiſtration of all the foreſaid Sacraments "of 
which I have given the Reader a taſte) 7 Embrace and 
Receive all and every thing which hath been declared 
and defined concerning Original Sin, axd Juſtification 
in the Holy Synod of Trent. 1 likewiſe profeſs that in the 
Maſs a True, Proper and Propitiatory Sacrifice is Offered 
to God, for the quick and dead : And that the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, is truly, really and ſubſtantially in the 
moſt Holy Euchariſt, &c. 1 alſo Confeſs that whole 
and intire Chriſt,and the true Sacrament is received un- 
der one of the kinds only. I Conſtantly hold that there 
is a Purgatory, and that the Souls there detained are 
relieved by the Prayers of the Faithful. And in 
like manner that the Saints Reigning with Chriſt, are to 
be Worſhipped and Invoked, &c. And that their Relicks 
are to be Worſhipped. TI moſt firmly aſſert, that the 
Images of Chriſt, and of the Mother of God, always a 
Virgin, and of the other Saints, are to be had and kept, 
and that due Honor and Worſhip is to be given to them, 
1 Afirm alſo, that the Power of lndulgences is left by 
Chriſt in his Church, and that the uſe of them is wery 
Salutiferous to Chriſtian People, I acknowledge the 
Holy Cathelick and Apoſtolick Roman Church, the Mo- 
ther and Miſtreſs of all Churches ; and I Profeſs and 
Swear Obedience to the Biſhop of Rome, the Succeſſor 
of $2. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, and the Vicar of 
Teſus Chriſt. Alſo all the other things delivered, de- 
creed and declared by the Holy Canons, and Occumeni- 
cal Cenncils, and eſpecially by the Holy Synod of Trent, 
7 undoubtedly recerve and profeſs: As alſo all things 
contrary to thefe, and all Hereſies Condemned, Rejeited 
and Anathematized by the Church, Tin like manner, Con- 
demn, Rejet and Anathematize. This true Catholick 
Faith,(viz. all this Stutt of their own,together with the 
Articles ct the Creed ) without which no Man can be wr” 

wed, 
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ved, which at this preſent TI truly profeſs and fincerely 
hold, I will, God Aſſiſting me, moſt conſtantly Retain and 
Confeſs intire and inviolate; and, as much as in me 
lies, will take Care, that it be held, taught and decla- 
red, by thoſe that are under me, or the Care of whom 
ſhall be committed to me; 1 the ſame, N. do Profeſs 
Vow and Swear : So help me God, and the Holy Goſpels 
of God. Who, when he Reads 2445, can torbear pro- 
nouncing the Reformation of the Church of England, 
a moſt Glorious Reformation 2 

2. As to the Motives our Church propoſeth for our 
belief of the Doctrine of the ZZoly Scriptures, viz. that 
that Doctrine is of Divine Revelation, they are no 
other than ſuch as are found in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, viz. the Exce/ency thereof, which conſiſts in 
its being wholly adapted to the reforming of mens 
lives, and renewing their natures after the Image of 
God ; and the Miracles by which it 1s confirmed. And 
25 to the Evidence of the truth of the matters of Fact, 
viz, that there were ſuch Perſons as the Scriptures de- 
clare to have revealed Gods will tothe World (ſuch as 
Moſes, our Saviour Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ;) and that 
theſe Perſons delivered fuch Dofrize, and Confirmed 
it by ſuch Miracles, and that the Books of Scripture 
were written by thoſe whoſe names they bear ; I ſay 
25 to the Evidence of the truth of theſe matters of 
Fat, our Church placeth it not in her ow# Teſtimony, 
or in the Teſtimony of any Particular Church, and 
much leſs that of Rome, but in the Teſtimony of the 
whole Catholick Church down to us from the time of 
the Apoſtles, and of Univerſal Tradition, taking in 
that of Strangers and Enemies as well as Friends, of 
Jews and Pagans, as well as Chriſtians. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, We proceed to ſhew , that a Churches 
Symbolizing , or agreeing in ſome things with the 
Church of Rome, is no Warrant for Separation trom 
the Church ſo agreeing. Agreement with the Church 
of Rome in things either in their o1w# mature good, or 
made ſo by a Divine Precept, none of our Dillenting 
Brethren could ever imagine not to be an indiſpenſable 
duty : Agreement with her in what 1s /» 7ts own nature 
Evil, or made ſo by a Divine Prohibition, none of us 
are ſo forſaken of all Modeſty as to deny it to be an 
inexcuſable ſim. The Queſtion therefore is, , whether 
to agree with this Apoſtate Church, in ſomethings of 
an different nature, be a Sin, and therefore a juſt 
ground for Separation from the Church ſo agreeing. 
But, by the way, if we ſhould ſuppoſe that a Churches 
agrecing with the Church of Rome in ſome indifte- 
rent things 1s finful, I cannot think that any of the 
more Sober Sort of Diſlenters ' and I deſpair ot ſuc- 
ceſs in arguing with any but ſuch) will thence inter, 
that Separation from the Church ſo agreeing is other- 
wiſe warrantable, than upon the account of thoſe 
things being impoſed as wece{ſary terms of Communion. 
But I am fo far trom taking it tor granted,that a Church 
's guilty of Sin in agreeing in ſome indifferent things 
with the Church of Rome, that I muſt needs protels, 
I ave often wondred now ths ſhould become a Que 
tion : Seeing whatſoever is of an indifferent nature, 
as It 1s not Commanded, ſo neither is it Forbidden by 
any Moral or Poſitive Law ; and where there is 
/ aw, the Apoſtle faith, there is no tranſgreſſron ; Sin 
being,according te 4/5 definition,the tranſgrefion of the 
Jaw. And whereas certain Circamſtances Will make 
tings that in rhem/e/wrs are neithgr duties nor /ins, 
to be cither durics or fins; and to fall by Conſequence 
under fore Divine Command or Prohibition, I have 


admired 
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admired how thzs Circumſtance of au indifferent thing*s 
being uſed by the Church of Rome can be thought to alter 
the Nature of that thing, and make it ceaſe to be 
indifterent and become ſinful. But that it doth lo, 
is endeavoured to be proved by that general Pro- 
hibition to the /ſraelites, of zmitating the doings of the 
Mgyptians and Canaanites, in thoſe Words, Lev. 18. 
2. After the doings of the Land of Agypt wheres ye 
dwell, ſhall ye not do, and after the doings of the Land 
of Canaan whither 7 bring you, ſhall ye not do, neither 
ſhall ye walk in their Ordinances. This place divers of 


the Detenders of Noncontormity have laid great 


weight upon, as a proof of the Sintulneſs of Symbo- 
lizing with the Church of Rome, Even in indifferent 
things. But I chuſe to forbear the Naming of any 
whoſe Arguings I purpoſe to enquire into, becauſe [ 
would prevent (if it be poſſible) the leaſt ſuſpition in 
the Readers, that I deſign in this Performance to ex- 
poſe any Mans weaknels in particular, or that I am 
therein Aﬀted by any Perſonal Piques. 

Now then, as to the Text now Cited ; Not to 1n- 
ſiſt upon the Fallaciouſneſs of Arguing, without mighty 
caution, from Laws given by Moſes to the 1/raelzres, 
ſo as to infer the Obligation of Chriſt:zans , who 
are under a diſpenſation ſo different trom theirs, 
and in Circumltances fo vaſtly diftering trom thoſe 
they were in; I fay, not to inſiſt upon the Fallactoul- 
neſs of this way of Arguing, (which all conſidering 
Perſons muſt needs be aware of ) it this general Pro- 
hibition be nor at all to be limited, then it will follow 
lrom thence, that the ſrae/ites might have no uſages 
whatſoever in common with the #gyptians of Cana- 
anites ; and therefore, in as general terms as the Pro- 
hibition runs, our Brethren muſt needs acknowledge 
that there is a rcſ{triftion therein intenued : it Leing 
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the moſt abſurd thing to Imagine, that the 7/raelires 
were ſo bound up by God, as to be Obliged to an un- 
likeneſs to thoſe People in a// their Actions: For, as 
the Apoſtles ſaid of the Chriſtians, it they were never 
to Company with Wicked Men, they muſt needs go out 
of the World, we may ſay of the /ſraelites in reterence 
to this Caſe of theirs, they then muſt needs have gone 
out of the World. Now if this general Prohibition, 
after their doings ye ſhall not do, be to be limited and 
reſtrained, what way have we to doit, but by confſi- 
dering the Context, and confining the reſtriction to 
thoſe particulars Prohibited in the fo//owrng verles, 
But I need not ſhew that the particulars forbidden in 
all theſe, viz. from v. 5th. to the 24th. were not things 
of an indifferent Nature, but Inceſtuous Copulations, 
and other abominable Atts of Uncleanneſs. And God 
doth Expreſly enough thus reſtrain that general Pro- 
hibition, in the 24th. v. in theſe Words: Defile no? 
your ſelves in any of theſe things , for in all theſe the 
Nations are Defiled, which T caſt out before you. 

But thoſe that alledge this Text to the foreſaid 
purpoſe, will not hear ot the general Propofition's be- 
ing thus limited by the Context ( as apparent as it is, 
that it neceſſarily muſt) becauſe, ſay they, we find that 
God torbids the /ſraelites in other places,to imitate 77ea- 
thens, inthings of an Indifferent and Innocent Nature. 

To this I Anſwer, Firſt, That ſuppoſing this were 
ſo, it doth not from thence follow, that God intend- 
ed to forbid ſuch imitations in this place, the contrary 
being ſo maniteſt as we have ſeen. But, 

Secondly, That God hath any where prohibited the 
[ſraelites to Symbolize with Zeathens, in things of 2 
meer Indifterent and Innocent Nature ; I mean that 
he hath made it Unlawful to them, to obſerve any 
\uch Cuſtoms of the Heathens, meerly upon the ac- 

count 
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count of their being ike them, is a very great mi- 
ſtake : Which will appear by conſidering thoſe places 
which are produced for it. One is, Deut. 14. 1. 7ox 
ſhall not Cut your ſelves, nor make any baldneſs between 
your Eyes for the dead, Now, as to the former of 
theſe prohibited things, who ſeeth not that *tis Vnna- 
tural, and therefore not indifferent ? And as to the 
latter, viz. the disfiguring of themſelves by Cutting 
off their Eyebrows, this was not meerly an indifferent 
thing neither : It being a Cuſtom at Funerals much 
disbecoming the People of God, which would make 
them look, as if they ſorrowed for the dead. as Men 
without hope. 

Another place inſiſted upon for the ſame purpoſe is 


Lev. 19. 19. Thou ſhalt not let thy Cattle Gender with - 


a divers kind, thou ſhalt not ſow thy Ground with ming- 
led ſeed,nor ſhall a Garment of Linnen and Woollen come 
pon thee, Now theſe three, *tis faid, are things of fo 
indifferent a Nature, that none can be more indifferent. 
I anſwer, *'Tis readily granted. But where is it faid, 
that theſe things were forbidden becauſe the Zeathens 
uſed them ? Maimonides indeed (as I learn from Gro- 


_ tis) faith, that the Agyptians uſed theſe mixtures 


of Seeds, and of Linnen and Woollen in many of their 
Magical Exploits ; but *tis univerſally acknowledged 
that zheſe things, among many other, were forbidden 
to the Fews, as Myſtical inſtructions in Moral 
Duties. | 

[ have found no other Text made uſe of to prove 
meer indifferent things to have been forbidden the 
Iſraelites , only in regard of Heathens uſing them, 
which make more for this purpoſe than theſe two do, 
nor hardly another that makes ſo much. But if there 
were never ſo many, it is not worth our while to con- 


cein our ſelves now with them, becauſe, though we 
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ſhouldſuppoſe a great number of inſtances of ſuch things 
as were forbidden thoſe People, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe the Ezyptians or Canaanites uſed them, yet 
this would ſignifie nothing to the proving OurChurches 
Symbolizing with that of Rome in indifferent things 
to be Unlawtul, becauſe there 1s not the like reaſon, 
why in ſuch things we may not Symbolize with Pa- 
piſts, that there was why the Fews ſhould be forbidden 
to Symbolize in ſuch with thoſe Heathens. For 
there could not be too great a diſtance and unlikeneſs 
between thoſe People and zheſe in rheir ufages, in re- 
gard of their ſtrangely Vehement inclination to their 
Superſtitious and Idolatrous Practices. - And upon 
this account, the diſtance was made wider ( as our 
Brethren themſelves will acknowledge) between the 
Jews and the Pagans,than it ought to be between Chri. 
ftians and them, or between Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
And we find that the diſtance that God made betwcen 
the Jews and Heathens, as very wide as it was, 
was not wide enough to preſerve the Jews trom being 
very often and that generally too) infe&ted with their 
Superſtitions, and various kinds of TIdolatry: No, 
though they frequeritly paid moſt dear for theſe their 
Wicked Imitations of them. But, thanks be to God, 
there is no fuch inclination in the Members of Our 
Church to go over to that of Rome, nor hath any 
ſuch inclination been obſerv'd ever fince the Reforma- 
tion. And where oxe of our Communion hath Re- 
volted out of Love to Popery, (of thoſe few Compa- 
ratively who have play'd the Apoſtates) we have cauſe 
to believe that many have fo done meerly upon the 
ſcore of intereſt. And I need not fay, that ſuch Per- 
lons would not have been preſerved trom Apoſtaſy, by 
our Churches being ſet at. the wideſt diſtance poſſible 
from the Church of Rowe,in indiffercnt things, Nay 'tis 
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ſo far from being true, - that there 1s a general incli- 
nation in our Proteſtants to Popery, that nothing is 
better known, or hath of. late been more obferved, 
than the greateſt Antipathy andAveriation thereto 1m- 
aginable in the generality. Upon which account, TI 
lay, the foreſaid and the like Prohibitions to the Jewiſh 
Nation { although they ſhould be underitood in the 
ſenſe of our Ditlenting Brethren | can by no parity of 
reaſon be obliging to us Proteſtant Chriſtians. 

And indeed moſt of them have ſeemed of late years 


| tobe pretty well aware of this, and therefore divers 


of their Writers have limited the unlawtulneſs of Sym- 
bolizing with the Romifh Church, to things that 
have been abuſed notorioully, in Idolatrons and grofly 
Superſtitious Services. And that our Symbolizin 
with that Church in any «ch things is Unlawtul, they 
endeavour to demonſtrate both by Scripture Precepts 
and Examples.” 

- Firſt, They endcavour to demonſtrate this by 
Scripture Precepts. And it any ſuch Precept as 2h1;s 
could be produced, That all ſuch things as have been no- 
toriouſly abuſed and Polluted in Idolatrous or grofly Su- 


perſtitious ſervices, ſhould by all be abolifhed and laid 


aſide, there could be no place left for diſpute abour rhis 
matter ; and I doubt not but we ſhould all of us ex- 
preſs as great Zeal, as our Brethren do, for the abo- 
liſhing ot all fuch things. But no ſuch expreſs and un- 
limited Precept is pretended, but the chiet of thoſe 
Texts from whence our Brethren endeavour to Inter. 
this Propoſition, That 7t is the will of God. that all 
things ſo polluted ſhould be utterly deſtroyed and lard 
aſide, are theſe following, 1ſaiah 30. 22. Te ſhall Dejile 
alſo the covering of thy Graven [mazes of Silver, and 
the Ornament of thy Molien Images of Gold: Thea ſhait 
Caſt them away as a Menſtruous Coat, then ſpalt ſay 
unto it, Get tice Peace. Dceur, 
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Deut. 7.25, 26. The Graven Images of their God, 
ſhall ye burn with Fire, thou ſhalt not deſire the Silver 
or Gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, left thuy 
be ſnared therein : for it is an Abomination to the Lor| 
thy God, Neither ſhalt thou bring an Abomination int, 
thy Houſe, leſt thou be a curſed thing like it, But thoy 
ſhalt utterly deteſt it, and thou fhalt utterly abhor it, 
for it is a Curſed thing. | 

Jude. 23. hating even the Garment ſpotted wit 
the Fleſh. 

Revel. 2. 14. 7 have a few things againſt thee, Je. 
cauſe thou haſt there them that hold the DoArine «f 
Balaam, who taught Balac to caſt a Stumbling block le. 
fore the Children of Iſrael, to Eat things Sacrificed un- 
to Idols, &c. v. 20. Notwithſtanding 1 have a few 
things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that Woman 
Jezebel, which calleth her ſelf a Propheteſs, to teach 
and to ſeduce my Servants to commit Fornication, and to 
Eat things Sacrijiced to Idols, | 

Now to their alledging of theſe Texts to prove the 
foreſaid Propoſition, I reply : 

Firſt, That the /a/t ot them is altogether imperti- 
nent. For the eating of things offered to Idols condem- 
ned in thoſe two verſes, is nothing better than joyning 
and complying with Idolaters, and Communicating in 
Idol-worſhips. Which the vile Gnoſtiques held they 
might do ( and accordingly practiſed this doQrine) 
toavoid perſecution : Which abominable Se arole in 
the Church ( as we learn from Jrenew, Epiphaniu, 
Euſebius Fc.) even in the Apoſtles times, ot which 
Simon Magus was the firſt Founder. But St. Pau/hath 
given us his judgment concerning Eating of things 
oficred to Idols, without any reſpect to Taols in Eat- 
ing, in 1 Cor. 8 chap. viz, That upon no other ac- 
count but that of Scandal it is unlawhul, F 
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And the like he hath done, 1 Cor. 10. 27, 28, 29. 
If any of them that believe not bid you to a Feaſt, and 

L, diſpoſed to go, whatſoever is ſet before you, Eat, 
making no queſtion for Conſcience ſake. But if any man 
ſay unto you, this 1s offered in Sacrifice unto 1dols, Fat 
nt, for his ſake who ſhewed it, and for Conſcience ſake, 
&e, Conſcience I ſay not thine own, but of the others : 
For why is my liberty judged of another mans Conſcience > 
That is, fo as to make a thing indifferent in it ſelf, 
{mply unlawtul to me. But the Stating of this caſe 
of Scandal is the buſineſs of anothers Pen, to which I 
refer thoſe who need ſatisfaction in this matter. 

Secondly, As to thoſe words of St. Fude——hating 
even the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh: Nothing more 
can poſſibly be gathered from them, than what we and 
all Chriſtians muſt acknowledge, as well as our Bre- 
thren viz. that we oughtto be as Cautious of expoſing 
our ſelves unneceſſarily to temprations to fin, as we na- 
turally are of touching the Garments of inte&ted Per- 
{"ns. But if theText had run ?hus— hating even the Gar- 
ment that was once ſpotted with the Fleſh,or once fouled 
vith a plague Sore, though it be never fo well cleanſed 
'rom infeCtion, then T mult confeſs it would be an argu- 
ment for our Brethrens purpoſe, we could make no 
reply to. : 

Thirdly, As to the two places cited out of the O14 
Teſtament, they indeed not only ſerve to prove, that it 
was God's will that the Fews ſhould deſtroy 7dols, but 


ailo the Appurtenances of them. And the reaſon ot 


ice Precepts being given to thoſe People hath already 
ven ſhewed, viz. becauſe they were ſo ſtrangely, ſo 
prodigioully addicted to the Superſtitions and Idolatry 
vi their Heathen-Neighbours. But it theſe and the like 
places ſhould really make for our Brethrens defign in 
Citingthem, and do prove that Chri/t;ans are obliged 

to 
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to deſtroy, or caſt away, all things notoriouſly defile] 
ig groſly Superſtitious and Idolatrous ſervices, they 
would certainly prove more, than the more ſober ſort 
of Diſlenters do deſire they ſhould. For they do nor 
object againſt the lawfulneſs of our uſing the Churches, 
or Fonts or Bells, which heretofore were moſt noto- 
riouſly ſo defiled by the Papiſts.But it theſe texts ſpeak; 
it to be the duty of Chriſtians as well as Jews to de. 
roy all ſuch things, then *tis maniteſt that down we 
muſt with all our Old Churches Ec. or we are guilty 
of an inexcuſable violation of the Divine Law. And 
to except ſuch things as theſe, atter they have Evin- 
ccd trom ſuch Scriptures our obligation to deſtroy all 
things notorioufly polluted in grofly Superſtitious and 
Idolatrous ſervices, ſeems to be making too too bold 
with the expreſs Laws of God, which make no fuch ex- 
ceptions, nor doth the forementioned reaſon of them 
imply any ſuch. And therefore they have been high- 
ly condemned for making ſuch like exceptions by 0- 
thers of their Brethren who have Attained to a higher 
diſpenſation ; And conſidering this Conceſſion rhat ſuch 
things as the fore named may {till be lawfully uſed, as 
alſo rhe Conceſſions of a nameleſs Author in his fa- 
mous Book call'd Nehaſhtan, that uo Creature of God 
79 be refuſed, nor any neceſſary or profitable devices of 
men need be ſent packing upon the actount of their having 
C22n much abuſed to the foreſaid ends, I appeal to their 
ov1n more ſedate thoughts, wherher all chat can be con- 
cluulcd trom ſuch Scriptures 1s any more than 41s, that 
things to abuled ought to be deſtroyed or aboliihed, by 
all who have power to do it, in ſome certain caſe or 
caſes, and not mercly tor this reaſon, becauſe they hav? 
been jo abujed, This, | preſume, none of us will deny, 
and if rboy will acknowiedge it, as they muſt do it they 
will ſtand to tile their Concelſions, they will be 
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T will conclude the Argument in hand with the 
judgment of that Eminent reformer Mr. Ca/vin whoſe 
Authority goes farther with the generality of our Bre- 
thren, than, Ithink, any Mans next to the Apoſtles, 
Saith he upon the Second Commandment, I know that 
the xv ts the time of their Pxdagogy, were 
Commanded to deſtroy the Groves and Altars of 1dolaters, 
not by vertue of the Moral Law, but by an Appendix 


in the Judicial or Politick Law, which did oblige that 


People for a time only, but it binds not Chriſtians : And 
therefore we do not in the leaſt ſcruple whether we may 
Lawfully uſe thoſe Temples, Fonts and other Materials, 
which have been heretofore abuſed to Idolatrous and Su- 
perſtitious uſes. I acknowledge indeed, that we ought 
to remove ſuch things, as ſeem to nouriſh 1dolatry, upon 
ſuppoſition that we our ſelves in oppoſing too violently 
things in their own Nature indifferent, be not too Super- 
ſtitious. It is equally Superſtitious to Condemn things 
indifferent as Unholy, and to Command them as if they 
were Holy. Thus you ſee Mr. Calvins ſenſe agreeth 
exatly with Ours, touching this Point of Controverſie 
between us and many of our Diſfenting Brethren. 
Secondly, They endeavour alſo to make out this 
Do&rine of theirs by Scripture-Examples. There are 
four or five of theſe Examples infiſted upon, but I will 
trouble the Reader with conſidering only oxe of them ; 
both becauſe it is the Principal Example,and that which 
they lay moſt ſtreſs on, and becauſe the reply I ſhall 
make to this, will be as ſatisfactory 1n relerence to the 
reſt. It is that of ZYezekiah his breaking in Pieces the 
Brazen Serpent that Moſes had made, * becauſe the 
Chi!:ren of /ſract burnt Incenſe to it, 2 X'ings 18. 4. 
Now, faiti1a certain Noted Authur, what Example 7s 
mor? ceniderable than that of Hezekiah bo ot only abo» 
liſhed fuch Monuments of Idalatry, as at their firſt In- 
F ſtitution 
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Pitution were but Men's inventions, but brake down 
alſo the Brazen Serpent (though Originally ſet up at 
Gods Command) when once he : a4 it abuſed to [dolatry, 
And he adds, that this deed of Z7ezekiah Pope Stephen 
doth greatly Praiſe (citing Wolphius tor it) and pro- 
feſſeth that it us ſet before us for our imitation ; that 
when our Predeceſſors have wrought ſome things, which 
might have been without fault in their time, and after- 
wards they are converted into Error and Superſtition, 
they may be quickly deſtroyed by us who come after them. 
Which foever of 'the Stephens this was, he was a 
ſtrangely Honeſt Pope ; eſpecially had he Pradtiſed 
according to zhts his Profettion, and his Infallibility- 
ſhip had judg'd mpartially of Errors and Superſtitions, 
And he cites FareZus (out of an Epiſtle of Calvins) tor 
this ſaying, That Princes and Magiſtrates ſhould earn 
by this Example of Hezekiah, what they ſhould do 
with thoſe Significant Rites of Mens devifing which have 
turned to Superſtition, And he farther adds, that the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter (in his Sermon on Phil. 2. 10.) 
acknowledgeth, that whatſoever is taken up at the in- 
junition of Men,when it is drawn to Superſtition, cometh 
wnder the Compaſs of the Brazen Serpent, and is to be 
aboliſhed. And hefaith he p_—_ b nothing from this 
. Example, but only things of Gods own Preſcribing. But 
'tis ſtrange if a Biſhop ſhould not except Churches, and 
ſome other things beſ1deswhich are of an humane make; 
and as ſtrange if there be nothing going before or com- 
ing after this acknowledgment, to lead us to a better 
underſtanding of it. We will not queſtion our Au- 
thors faithfulneſs in Tranſcribing it, but wiſh he had 
told us which Biſhop of Wincheſter this is, and in what 


page of his Sermon we might find this Acknowledg- 
ment. 


But 
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But that this FaQt of King Zezekiah will not prove, 
that whatſoever hath been notoriouſly defiled in Idola- 
trous or groſly Superſtitious ſervices ought to be abo- 
liſhed, and much leſs, that the not aboliſhing ſome 
ſuch things is a good ground for Separation from the 
Church that negle&ts fo to do, will, I preſume, ſuffici- 
ently appear by theſe following conſiderations. 

Firſt, The Brazen Serpent was not only a thing de- 
filed in Idolatrous fervices, but it was made an do! it 


Secondly, Tt was not only a thing that had once been 


made an Ido], or Object of Religious Worſhip, but it 


was Aftually ſo at that time when it was deſtroyed. 
Nay it was at that inſtant an Object of the moſt groſs 
kind of Idolatry : It being not only owed down to, but 
had likewiſe Incenſe burnt to it; this being a Rite 
which is never uſed in meer Czv// Worſhip, like owing 
the Knee, &c.. but ſo proper and peculiar to Divine 
Worſhip, that no Rite 1s more ſo. Nay farther: 

Thirdly, Tt was not thus notoriouſly Tdolized by 
ſome few of the People, but the People were Generally 
lapſed into this Idolatry : As the Text plainly ſheweth, 
Nay : 

Fourthly, There was as little hope as could be of the 
Peoples being reclaimed from this Idolatry, while the 
Idol was in being: Seeing that of a long time they 
had been accuſtomed thereunto. For 'tis ſaid, that 
unto thoſe days the Children of 7ſrae! burnt Incenſe to 
it ; which ſpeaks it to have been not only a C«ffom, but 
a Cuſtom allo of a /ong ſtanding. 

Fifthly, Although it had been only a thing defiled 
in Idolatrous ſervices, yet we freely grant that it ought 
to have been deſtroyed, or removed from the Peoples 
ſight, if the continuance of it in their View were like 
tobea Snare to them, and a Temptation to Idolatry : 

F 2 Since 
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Since now the uſe of it was ceaſed, for which, by Di. 
vine appointment, it was firſt Ere&ted, But there was 
no neceſſity for this, upon ſuppoſition, that it had ceaſ- 
ed to be abuſed for any conſiderable time, and there 
were no appearance of an inclination in the People to 
abuſe it again. And no doubt, all things of an indiffe. 
rent Nature, that have formerly been abuſed to Idola- 
try or Superſtition, ought to be taken away by the 
Governours, whenſoever they find their People again 
- inclined fo to abuſe them ; at leaſt, it ſuch abuſe cannot 
Probably be prevented by other means. 
. Sixthly, But had Hezekiah ſuffered the Brazen Ser- 
pent ſtill to ſtand, no doubt private Perſons (who have 
no authority to make publick Reformations' might 
' Lawfully have made uſe of it, to put them in mind of, 
and affe&t them with the wonderful mercy of God 
expreſſed by it to their Fore-Fathers ; notwithſtanding 
that many,had not-only formerly, but did at that very 
nick of time,make an Idol of it. nd much more might 
they have Lawfully continued in the Communion of 
the Church, ſo long as there was no conſtraint laid 
upon them to joyn with them in their Idolatry : As 
we donot read of any. that ſeparated from the Church 
while the Brazen Serpent was permitted to ſtand, as 
wofully abuſed as it was by the generality. 

I will alſo conclude'this head with the ſenſe of Mr. 
Calvin concerning Ritcs uſed (and conſequently ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly abuſed ) by the Papiſts, expreſſed in theſe 

Cav. dei: Words; Let not any think me ſo auſtere, or bound up, 
. cands Superſti- as to forbid a Chriſtian without any exception, to accom- 
monte, ©: modate himſelf to the Papiſts in any Ceremony or Ob- 
ſervance : for it is not my purpoſe to Conderin any 
thing, Put what is clearly Evil and openly Vitious. To 
which may be addedmany other ſuch like fayings of this 

Learned Perſon, | | 
And 
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And thus much ſhall ſuffice to be diſcourſed upon 
our ſecond general head, viz. That a Church's Symbo- 
lizing in ſome things with the Church of Rome is no 
Warrant for Separation from the Church ſo Symbo- 


hzing. 


We now proceed, in the 7hird and laſt place, to 
ſhew, That the Agreement which is between the 
Church of Exgland and the Church of Rome is in no 
wiſe ſuch as will make Communion with the Church 
of England unlawful. 

We have ſhewed, what a vaſtly wide Diſtance and 
Diſagreement there is between the Church of Enz/and 
and that of Rome : And we have ſufficiently (though 
with the greateſt brevity) made it apparent , that a 
Church's 1ymbolizing or agreeing in ſome things with 
the Church of Rome, and thoſe ſuch too as ſhe hath 
abuſed in idolatrous and groſly ſuperſtitious Services, 
is no juſt ground for Separation trom the Church ſo 
agreeing ; And we have anſwered the Chief of thoſe 
Arguments which have been brought for the Confir- 
mation of the contrary Doctrine. And now, irom 
what hath been diſcourſed, it may with the greateſt 
eaſe be prov'd, that zhoſe things wherein our ows 
Church particularly, agreeth with the Romi/h Church, 
do none of them ſpeak ſuch an Agreement there- 
with, as will juſtifie Separation from our Church's 
Communion. 

Now the particulars wherein our Church ſymboli- 
zeth with that of Rome, which our Diſleaters take 
offence at, and make a pretence for Separation { though 
a! Diſſenters are not offended at a/7 of them , an! 
much leſs ſo offended as to make them all a pretence 


tor Separation) are principally zh2/e tollowing, 
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Firſt, The Government of our Church by 3;. 
ops. 
Pp "MP" Our Churches preſcribing a Liturgy, or 
Set-Forms of Prayer, and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
and other Publick Offices. . 

Thirdly, A Liturgy ſo contrived as that of out 
Church is. | 

Fourthly , Certain Rites of our Church. Particu- 
larly, The Surplice, the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Geſture 
of Kneeling at the Communion, the Ring in Marriage, 
and the Obſervation of certain Holy-days. And to all 
theſe I ſhall ſpeak very ſuccinAMly, the limits I am con- 
fined to not permitting me to enlarge much upon any 
of them. ; 

But I muſt firſt premiſe concerning them all in the 
general theſe following things. 

Firſt, That I take it for granted, that they are all 
indiflerent in their own nature : That there 1s nothi 
of Viciouſneſs or Immorality in any of them to make 
them unlawful. I know no body ſo unreaſonable as not 
to grant this. 

Secondly, That there is no Expreſs poſitive Law of 
God againſt any of theſe things. . I do not know of 
any ſuch Law objected againſt any one of them. And 
therefore it all, or any of them are unlawtul, they 
muſt be made ſo either by Conſequences drawn 


 fromDivine Laws, or certain Circumſtances attending 


them, | . 
Thirdly, That T am concerned in this Diſcourſe to 
vindicate thenr from being unlawtul, upon the account 
onely of this oze Circumſtance, viz. Our ſymbolizing 
with the Church of Rome in them. Now then, 

Firlt, As to the Government of our Church by 
Biſhops : This 1s fo far from being an 7»lawful ſymbo- 
1izing with the Church of Rome, that we have _ 

clear 
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clear Evidence of ies being a ſymbolizing with her in 
an Apoſtolical Inſtitution. Anil what eminent Divines 
of the Presbyterial Party have acxnowledg'd (and is 
too evident to be denied or 4oubted by any, who are 
not wholly ignorant of Church Hiſtory ) is ſufficient 
(I ſhould think} to fatisfie unprejudiced perſons <1n- 
cerning the truth of this : And 7hat 1s, that ths 12g 
the Government of all Churches in the World from 
the Apoſtles times, for about 1500 years together. 
Beza, in his Treatiſe of a Threefold kind of Epiſcopacy, 
Divine, Humane, and Satanical, aſlerts concerni 

the ſecond (which is that which we call Apoſtolical ) 
that of this kind is to be underſtood whatſoever we read 
concerning the Authority of Biſhops, in 1gnatius, and 
other more Antient Writers. And the Famous Peter 


Du Moulin in his Book of the Paſtoral Office, written in 


defence of the Presbyterial Government acknowledg- 
eth that preſently after the Apoſtles times, or even in 
their time {( as Ecclefiaſtical tory witneſſeth ) it was or- 
dained, that in every City one of the Presbytery ſhould 
be called a Biſhop, who (hould have preheminence over 
his Collegues ; to avoid Confuſton, which oft times ariſeth 
out of Equality. And truly, faith he, this Form of Go- 
vernment all Churches every where received. Mr. Cal- 
vin faith in his Inſtitution of Chriſtian Religion, Qui- 
bus docendi munus injunc&tum erat, &tc. Thoſe to whom 
was committed the Office of Teaching, they called them 


all Presbyters. Theſe Eleited out of thetr number in L 4- <a 
each City one, to whom in a ſpecial manner they ga» the *® 


Title of Biſhop; leſt Strife and Conrention ( as ii com> 
monly happeneth\ ſhould ariſe cut of Equality. And :n 
his Epiſtle ro - Arch-Biſhop Crarmer, he Zhus 1c- 
coſts him, 1l/uſtriſſime Domine, & Orna:ifime Pro jul, 
&c. Moſt Illuſtrious Sir, an: ::oft Honourable Pretate, 
and by me heartily Reve':nced ; And tolls Him, that 


it 
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if he might be ſerviceable to the Church of England, 
he would not think much of paſſing over ten Seas, for 
that purpoſe. Again in his Epiſtle to the King of Po- 
land, he thus ſpeaks of Patriarchs and Arch-Biſhops ; 
The Ancient Church did appoint Patriarchs and Pri. 
mates in every Province, that by this bond of Concord 
the Biſhops might the better be knit together. | 
In ſhort,(tor I muſt not proceed tarther upon this vaſt- 
ly large head of diſcourſe I know not how our Brethren 
willdefend theApoſtolical Inſtitution of theObſervation 
of the Lords Day, while they contend that 7his of Epi- 
ſeopacy, cannot be concluded from the uninterrupted 
Tradition of the Catholick Church, for ſo many Cen- 
turies from the time of the Apoſtles. Nor how thoſe 
that Separate from our Church upon the account of 
its Government by Biſhops, and call it Antichriſtian, 
can defend the Lawtulneſs of Communicating with 
- any Church in Chriſtendom for about 1500 years to- 
gether. 
Secondly, As to Our Churches preſcribing a Litargyor 
fet Forms of Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments , 
and other publick Offices ;It is caſy to ſhew that Symbo- 
lizing with the Church of Rowe herein is fo far from be- 
ing culpable, and much more trom being a juſt ground 
of Separation from our Church, that 'tis highly Com- 
mendable:For.as hereinOurChurch no leſs Symbolizeth 
with the Primitive Church, than with that of Rome,as 
ſhe is now Conſtituted (nothing being more certainly 
known than that Liturgies are of moſt Ancient 
flanding) fo nothing is more highly expedient, for 
the duc management of the publick Worſhip of God, 
than the uſc of a Liturgy. And, indeed, inſtead of 
Expedient | might ſay Neceſſ.iry ; 1t being impollible 
to ſecure the performance ot publick Worſhip with 
that ſolcmnity and gravity that becomes 1t,in a Church 
WILCIC 


( 41) 


where its Miniſters are wholly left free to the Exer- 
ciſe of Extemporary invention, But the handling of 
this Argument is the buſineſs of another new Diſcourſe, 
to which I refer the Reader. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude it with a citation out of Calvins Epiſtle Ad Pro- 
teftorem Angliz ; faith he, As to a Form of Prayers 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, I do very much approve of the 
publiſhing of a fixed one, from which it may not be Law- 
ful for the Paſtors to depart in the exerciſe of their 
Funftion: T, hereby to provide againſt the ſimplicity and 
unskilfulneſs of ſome, and that the conſent of all the 
Churches with each other may more certainly appear : 
And laſtly to put a barr to the skipping Levity of others, 
who Aﬀet certain innovations. And therefore (as he 
proceeds) Statum efſe Catechiſmum oportet, Statam 
Sacramentorum Adminiſtrationem , publicam item 
precum Formulam, there ought to be an Eſtabliſhed 
Catechiſm, an Office for the Adminiſtration of the $a- 
craments Eſtablifht, and alſo a Publick Form of Prayers. 
And he accordingly compoſed a Liturgy,to be uſed by 
the Miniſters in Geneva, on Sundays and Holydays. 
And the Exiles that reſided at Geneva, in the days of 
Queen Mary,did by his advice draw up a Liturgy,which 
was Printed in the Eng/i/þ Tongue,in the year 1556. 
Thirdly, As to a Liturgy ſo contrived as that of our 
Church is, what hath been faid of the vaſt diſtance 
between our Church and that of Rome herein, 1s ſuth- 
cient to ſhew that there can be no warrantable pre- 
tence for Separation from or Church , upon .the ac- 
count of the Symbolizing that is between thefe two 
Churches in 2h particular. But we will particu/arly 
conſider thoſe inſtances of agreement between ozrs and 
he Romane Service which are moſt offenſive to our 
Irethren ; they are eſpecially theſe four. | 


G 1. Our 
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1. Our many ſhort Prayers, which ſome have too 
lightly called ſhort Cuts, and Shreddings, and rather 
Wiſhes than Prayers. But there needs no, other reply 
hereunto, than that our Learned Z7ooker gives, viz, 
That St. Augaſtin ſaith, Epiſt. 121. That the Brethren 
in #gypt are reported to have many Prayers, but every 
of them very ſhort, as if they were Darts thrown out with 
a kind of ſudden quickneſs, leſt that Vigilant and erect 
attention of mind, which in Prayer is very neceſſary, 
ſhould be Waſted and dulled through Continuance, if their 
Prayers were.ſew and long. But that which St. Auſtin 
alloweth they Condemn, &ce. He might as well have 
ſaid, what that good Father Commendeth, nay his words 
imply zo ſmai/ commendation. And I fear not to ap- 
peal to all Pious Souls, who without prejudice joyn 
with us in our Publick Prayers, whether they find. 
the ſhortneſs of many of them an hindrance or help to 
their devotion. I don't queſtion but that ſuch will 
readily acknowledg that they find it an help. And 
therefore, in my weak judgment, our Symbolizing 
with the Church of Rome in this particular, 15 Symbo- 
lizing with her in that which 1s highly commendable, 
as tis 1o alſo in that wherein ſhe Symbolizcth with ve- 
ry Ancient Churches. . 

2. Another inſtance is, 7The Peoples bearing a part 
with the Miniſter. in divine Service. But Mr. Baxter 
hath ſaid enough in his Chri/tian Direfory on Q. 83. 
not only to vindicate the Lawfuineſs, but the Fitneſs 
and Expediency allo, of Symbolizing herein with thc 
Church of Rome. Saith he, 

t. The Scripture no where forbids it. 

2. If the People may do this in the Pſalms in Metre, 
there can be no reaſon given, bat they may Lawfully do 
it in Proſe. 
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3. The Primitive Chriſtians were ſo full of Zeal and 
Love of Chriſt, that they would have taken it for ax 
injury, or quenching of the Spirit, to have been wholly 
reſtrained from bearing a part in the Praiſes of the 
Church. 

4+ The uſe of the Tongue keeps awake the mind, and 
ſtirs up Gods graces in his Servants. 

5. It was the decay of Zeal in the People that firſt 
ſhut out the Reſponſes : while they kept up the Ancient 
Zeal, they were inclined to take their part vocally in 
the Worſhip. Though I were under no obligation 
of brevity, I ſhould add nothing more of mine own 
about this matter. 

3. Another inſtance of this Nature is, the taking of 
ſome of the Collefs out of the Maſs-Book. But to this 
F give this, I hope as ſatisfattory as ſhort Anſwer, viz. 
That theſe Prayers are either good or bad ; it they 
are bad ones, they may not be uſed, though they 
were ot in the Maſs-Book, and upon zhat account 
the uſe of them would be Unlawful, not upon the 
account of our Symbolizing in them with the Roman 
Church, But if they are all good ones, as they are ve- 
ry good, then from what hath been ſaid *tis Evident 
that +his Symbolizing cannot make them had; and 'tis 
a hard caſe that we thould not be allowed the uſe of 
whatſoever is good in their Service. Our Brethren will 
allow of reading the ſame Scriptures that they do, and 
why then ſhould they diſallow of uſing what perfe&ly 
azreeth with Scripture, becauſe they uſe it ? Our de- 
parture from zhem was deſigned to be a Reformation, 
not a total Deſtruttion and Extirpation. 

4. The laſt inſtance is, The appointing of Lefſons 
out of the Apocryphal Books, But herein we Symbo- 
lize with the Primitive Church, rather than with this 


of Rome : For (as hath been ſhewed out of the 6. Ar 
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zicle of our Church") they are not appointed to be read 
as Canonical Scripture, and we pertectly agree with 
the Primitive Church, in reading them for Example 
f life,and Inſtruftion of manners, but not for the Eſta- 

liſhing of any Dofrine: Which, in that Article, is 
ſhewed from St. Hierom, to have been the Practice of 
that Church. And beſides they are not now appointed 
to be ordinarily on Sundays read in Our Churches, 
but only-on Holydays. 


_ TheſeI taketo be the chiefof thoſe inſtances of ov7 
Churches Symbolizing with that of Rome, in the 
Compoſure of the Liturgy, that Our Diſlenters are 
offended at: And as for their other Objections of this 
kind they are as caſily anſwered. And I moſt fincere- 
ly profeſs, that tisnot to me imaginable that any thing 
better than Extreme prejudice can make any: Man a 
Separatiſt from Our Communion upon ſuch accounts 
as theſe: As alſo,that I cannot underſtand how any de- 
vout and pious Souls that come to our Publick Prayers 
without prejudice, can find themſelves in the leaſt 
tempted not to joyn in them heartily with the Con- 
gregation. Abſolute perfection 1s not'to be expected 
in any thing of a human make, but if all would readOur 
Liturgy with that Candour they uſe in reading the 
Books of thoſe they have a good opinion of, as I am 
ſure they could think nothing #»7o/erable therein, fo 
am I as ſure, they would freely acknowledg it to be 
exceedingly well adapted to the deſign of it, v/z. the 
exciting ot Devotion, and that good temper of mind, 
that is neceſſary to Our Worſhipping of God in Spirit 
and in Truth, Iam certain, the experience of very 
many as excellent Chriſtians as this Age can #4oaft of, 
do bear me witneſs, that this is no laviſh commenda- 
tion of Our Prayers. Dr. Zayler that Bleſſed Martyr 
| | gave 


© 3 5 3. EE % **%. .- a8 £2 at 4 , = 2 MAS I; Vf. 


» ww 


(45) 


gave this Teſtimony to Our Liturgy, There was /e? 
forth by the moſt Innocent King Edward ( for whom God 
be Praiſed everlaſtingly\) the whole Church Service with 
great deliberation and advice of the beſt Learned Men 
in the Realm ; and Authorized by the whole Parliament, 
and received and Publiſht gladly by the whole Realm ; 
which Book was never reformed but once, and yet by that 
one Reformation it was as fully perfefted, according to 
the Rules of Our Chriſtian Religion in every behalf, 
that no Chriſtian Conſcience could be Offended, with 
any thing therein contained. TI mean of that Book Re- 
formed, What then would he have thought of ir, 
had he lived to ſee it twice more Reformed, as it hath 
been ſince. | 


Laſtly, T proceed to the forenamed Rites and Cere- 
monies of Our Church, in which our Symbolizing 
with Popery is ſo much Condemned, and made a pre- 
tence for Separation. But before I come to particu- 
lars, I will obſerve in the general, that the diſtance 
Our Church keeps from that of Rome in the impoſition 
of Ceremonies is infinitely greater than her Agreement 
therein with her. For, as thoſe impoſed by o«r Church 
(as hath been already faid) are exceeding few , not 
the hundredth part ſcarcely of thoſe impoſed by the 
Roman Church, ſo doth not o#r Church impoſe them 
(as the. other doth) on the Conſciences of her Mem- 
bers as things of neceſſity, as parts of Religion or me- 
ritorious Services, as hath been proved out of the Arti- 
cles. Now then, ' | 

it. As tothe Surplice, our Church requires not the 
wearing of this Garment, as an Holy Veſtment, like 
the Prieſtly Garments under the Old Law, but mcerly 
tor the fake of Order and Uniformity : whereas in the 
Church of Rowe a Suzplice may not be worn till tis 
hallowed 
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hallowed in a ſolemn manner by the Biſhop, or ſome 
one by his Allowance (as may be ſeen in the M771) 
with divers prayers, that it may defend him who wears 
it trom the Aſlaults of the Devil; the prayers being 
accompanied with a number of Croſlings, and, in fine, 
the Surplice beſprinkled with Holy Water, in the 
name ot the Bleſſed Trinity. But, I fay, in our 
. Church 'tis uſed only as a Garment of diſtinftion, no 
more holineſs is placed in it, than in the Foods worn 
over it meerly tor diſtintion of degrees: And the 
White is preferred before any other Colour, becauſe 
hk it was a very antient Cuſtom in the Primitive 
| Church for the Miniſters to Officiate in White Gar- 
3 Contra ep. MEnts. Beza faith of the Surplice, Theſe linnen Gar- 
phalum. vol. 1. ments we do not ſo ſtick at, that we would have the pro- 
P-255. greſs of the Word of God hindred in the leaſt for them, 
And we might ſhew that Mr. Calvin much blamed 
<atending with Authority about the wearing this 
Garment : Particularly in his Epiſtle to Bullzxger. 
And ſince all che Popiſh abuſe of this Garment is per- 
tetly removed, I know not why all Miniſters ſhould 
not be of their mind; and much leſs can I imagine, 
why thoſe who are not obliged to wear it, ſhould be 
affrighted from our Churches by the meer /gh2 of 
Innocent a thing. 

2. Asto the Croſs in Baptiſm ; Our Church holds 

{v little Conformity with the Papiſts herein, that in no 

one thing of an Indifterent nature can our Symbolizing 

' with them be leſs ſcandalous. Dr. Burges in his de- 
fence of Dr. Morton, Sheweth, that we hold no Confor- 
mity with the Papiſts in the ule thereof, either in the 

time when, or place where, or manrer how, or end 

whereto. The Miniſter with us as he there ſheweth) 

may not Croſs. Himſelf, or the People, or Font, Wa- 

ter, Commurton Tavle, or Cups, or the Bread and IWine, 

or 
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or any other of Gods Ordinances : All which in Pope- 
ry the Prieſt is bound to do, tor their Conſecration, 
or blelling of himſelf, or them, as without which no- 
thing 1s Conſlecrated. The Cluld to be Bantized with 
#5, may not be Croſled before Baptiſin on the Foreheat!, 
Breaſt, or any part, which in Popery, the Prieſt muſt 


do, to drive away the Devil, and make the Efficacy of 


that Sacrament more eaſy and ſtrong, as they teach. 
Aſter Baptiſm, the Miniſter may not w:th «s Croſs the 
Children wich Oyl or Chriſm, or wi:hout, on the 
Crown of the Head, as in Popery is required, to give 
them their tull Chriſtendom, leſt they ſhould die be- 
fore Confirmation. Yea at Confirmation, the Miniſter 
is not to make the ſign of the Croſs on the Forehead 
with Chriſm or withour, which is enjoyned in Popery 
2s an Eſſential part of the Sacrament { as they call it) 
of Confirmation. Nay (as he proceeds ) it the Child 
bein danger of preſent death, and nor like to live to 
make proteſſion ot Chriſt Crucified, the Miniſter is di- 
rected not to uſe the ſign of the Croſs; that all may 
know, that we hold it not to be either Operative upon 
the Child,or at all neceſſary to the Efficacy otthe Lord's 
Sacrament, but do only retain it, according to the 
firſt and beſt intention, as an outward badg of the 
Conſtant proteſſion of Chriſt Crucified. And where 
25 'tis ſaid 1n the 30 Canon, that by this lawful Ceremo- 
ny and hozorable badg, this Child is dedicated to the 
ſervice of Chriſt, the Dottor declareth that he hath good 
warrant to afſure thoſe who are offended at that Expli- 
cation, that the word dedicated doth there import no 
more, than declared by that Ceremony to be dedicated, 
viz, by the foregoing Baptiſm : like as the Priclt is ſaid 
to have c/eanſed the Leper, whom he only d:c/arerh to 
be clean. Lev 14. 11. And tis manifeſt trom the ac- 
count given of the impoſing of this Ceremony 1n that 

Canon 
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Canon, that this Phraſe cannot otherwiſe be under{tood, 
I ihall not need to add any thing more about 7his Cere. 
mony, after I have ſaid, that our Church retains it not 
in imitation of the Church of Rome, but of the Primi. 
tive Chriſtians, they thereby (to uſe the Words of the 
forclaid Canon \ making an outward profe/ſion even to the 
aſtoniſhment of the Jews, that they were not aſhamed to 
acknowledg him for their Lord and Saviour, who died 


for them upon the Croſs, &c. And (as it tollows) his 


uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, washeld 
in the Primitive Church , as well by the Greeks, as 
the Latins, with one conſent and great applauſe, &c, I 
conclude with Bezas judgment of the Lawtulnelſs of 
this Ceremony. Saith he, / know many to have retain- 
ed the uſe of the ſign of the Croſs, the Adoration of the 
Croſs being taken away: Let them, as is meet, uſe their 
own Liberty. But in our Church, not only the A6- 
ration of the Croſs but likewiſe all Super/titton in the 
uſe of it 1s perteatly aboliſhed. How then can it be 
thought ſuch a Symbolizing with the Church of Rome 
as may warrant Separation trom our Communion 2 
3- As to the Ceremony of Kneeling at the Communion : 
It our Churches Declaration at the end of the Commu- 
nion Service, will not vindicate her from an Unlawtul 
Sy mbolizing with Rome herein, I have nothing to 
ſay in her detence. The declaration is zhis, Whereas 
it is ordained in this Ofice for the Adminiſtration of the 
Lords Supper, that the Communicants ſhould receive the 


Jame Kneeling ( which order is well meant, for a [iznifica- 


tion of our humble and grateful acknowledgment of the 
benefits of Chriſt, therem given to all worthy Receivers, 
and for the avoiding of ſuch Prophanation aud diſorder in 
the Holy Communion, as might otherwiſe enſue) yet leſt 
the ſame Wneeling ſhould by any Perſons, either out of 
[zrorauce and Infirmity, or out of Malice and Ol tinacy, 
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be miſcouſirued and depraved ; It is here declared, that 
thereby no Adoration is intended, or ought to be done, . 
either unto the Sacramental Bread and Wine, there bo- 
dily received, or unfo any corporal preſence of Chriſt's 
Keraral Fleſh and Blood. Fl dp orans. -- rt, 
and Wine remain ſtill in their very Natural ſubſtances, 
and therefore may not be adored, ( for that were Idolatr 

to be abhorred of all fairbful Chriſtians.) . Aud the Natu- 
ral Body. and Bload of our Saviour Chriſt are in Heas- 
ven, and not here ; it being againſt the truth of Chriſts 
Nataral Body, to be at one time in more places than one. 
We ſee that our Church doth here, not only declare 


\ that no Adoration is in this Geſture intended, either to 


theElements or to Chriſt's Corporal Preſence under the 
Species of Bread and Wine, but alſo that, as ſuch a 
Pretence is abſurd and contradi&tious, fo the adoring 
of the Sacramental Bread and Wine, would be [dolatry 
to be abhorred by all faithful, Chriſtians. So that, as 
nothing is in it ſelf more indifferent than thzs Geſture 
in receiving the Holy Communion, there being not 
one Word faid of the Geſture in our Sayiours Inſtitutt- 
on of this Sacrament either before his Death to his 
Diſciples, or after his Aſces/ton to St. Paul, (who hath 
delivered to us what he received of the Lord about 
this matter, as he ſaid, that is, a/ that he had received) 
and as Chriſt hath Conſequently left the particular 
Geſture to the determination of the Church, a Geſture 
being in the general neceſſary, ſo this Circumſtance of 
Symbolizing with the Church of Rome herein , cannot 
make Our Churches requiring Xzeel;ng to be Unlaw- 
ful (and much leſs our Obedience to the Church in 
uſing this Geſture) ſeeing all the Idolatry and Super- 
/tition to0,wherewith the Church of Rome hath abuſed 
it, is perfectly removed, and 'tis required by our 
Church mcerly as a decent Reverend Geſture. 
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4. As to the Ring mm rigs : The Church of 
Rome ( as is to be ſeen in the flice of Matrimony, 
juxta uſum Eccleſiz Sarisburienſts, abuſeth it moſt nv- 
teriouſly, There you have it, firlt bleſſed with 7, 
Prayers; in the former of which , God is beſceched 
to ſend his bleſſing on this Ring, that ſhe who ſhall wear 
it may be Armed with the Power of Heavenly defence, 
and it may be beneficial to her, to Eternal life, through 
Chriſt our Lord. And in the /arter,the Prieſt,Croſling, 
himſelf, Prayeth,that God would bleſs this Ring,which we 
in thy Holy Name Bleſs, that whoſoever ſhall wear it, 
may abide in his Peace, &c. Next Holy Water is ſprink- 
led upon the Ring : And laſtly, the Prieſt puts it upon 
the Brides Thumb, the Bridegroom ſaying, in the Name 
_ of the Father: Then upon her ſecond Finger, ſaying, 
and of the Son : Then on the third, ſaying, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Then on the fourth, ſaying, Amevn, And 
there he leaves it. And there is expreſſed a ſpecial 
Myſtery in leaving it upon that Finger. But there is 
uſed nothing of this impious or Superſtitious foolin 
about the Ring in oxr office of Marriage. All the 
doings about it are,the Miniſters putting it on the fourth 
Finger, the Bridegroom ſaying after him with 2his 
Ring TI theeWed,and the mentioning of it in the Prayer 
following, as a Token and Pledg of the Vow and Co- 
venant made between the Married Perſons. So that 
tis ſo far trom being uſed as a Sacramental ſign among 
us, that it no otherwiſe differs from a meer c:v4/ Cere- 
mony, than as 'tis a Token and Pledg of a Covenant 
made between the Parties in the moſt Solemn manner, 
Viz. as in the preſcnce of God, And in truth, zhis is 
ſuch a Symbolizing with the Church of Rome, as 1 
ſhould be aſhamed to beſtow two Words about, bur 
that ſo many of .our Bretheren have been pleaſed tg 
take offence at it. 

Laſtly, 


f 
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Laſtly, As to our Obſervation of certain Foly days : 
AILT ſhall ſay about it 1s, 
- 1. That there is no Compariſon between the »um- 
ler of our Holydays and the Popiſþ ones. TO 
2. Qur few are purged: from ali the Superſtitious 
and wicked Sol:mnizations of the Popith ones. 
3+ We obſerve ſcarcely any beſides ſuci as wherein 
we have the Primitive Church for our Example : Ex- 


cepting thoſe which are enjoyned upon the account of 


Deliverances and Calamitics, in which our own Nation 
is peculiarly concerned. . 

4. An obſervation of them void of Superſtitious 
conceits about them, and only as our Churc!: defteth, 
can have no other than a very good Eitect upon our 
hearts and lives. , It we could ſay as St Auſtin did of 
the Chriſtians in his time, viz. By Feſt:val Solemni- 
ties and ſet days, we dedicate and ſanctify to God, the 
memory of his Benefits, leſt unthankful forgetfulneſs of 
them, ſhould in traf of time creep upon us we ſhould 
certainly be much the better Chriſtians for the obſer- 
vation of our Holydays. Mr. Calvin ſaith, in Feſt:s 


nou recipiendis cuperem vos efſe Conſtantiores Ge. Dn Epift. ad 


could wiſh that you would be more conſtant in your 
not receiving Feſtivals, bat ſo, as not to contend and 
make a ſtir about all, but about thoſe only which nothing 
at all tend to Edification, and which have a manifeſt 
appearance of Superſtition, &c, And he inſtanceth in 
thoſe Days which Popery dedicates to the Celebrating 
of the immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, and 
of her Aſſumption, on which Holydays nothing, he 
faith, can be ſaid in the Pulpit, by a ſervant of God, bc 
ſides expoſing the folly of thoſe who have invented them. 
And in another Epiſtle, Cereram cam Feſti dies hic 
abrozati, &c. Moreover, whereas ſome of your Country 


are much offended at the Abrogation of Holy days among 
- | us, 


— 
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us, and *tis likely that much odious talk is ſpread about 
it: And I make account that I am made the Author of 
this whole matter, and that by the Ignorant as well 5 
Malicious ; 1 can ſolemuly teſtifie of my ſelf, that this 
was done without my knowledg or defire, xc. Before 1 
ever came into the City, there was no Holy day at all 
obſerved beſides the Lords day ; thoſe which are Cele. 
brated by you were taken away by that ſame Law of the 
People, which baniſht me and, Farel : And 'twas rather 
Tumultuouſly extorted by the wiolence of Wicked Mey, 
than decreed legally. Upon my return I obtained this 
remper (or mean) that Chriſtmaſs day ſhould be obſer. 
ved after your manner, but upon the other days extra- 
ordinary ſupplications ſhould be made, the Shops being 
kept ſhut in the Morning, but after Dinner, every one 
ſhould go about his own Buſineſs. _ 

And; no doubt, the Governours of oxy Church 
would be abundantly ſatisfied with ſuch an obſervation 
of moſt of our Holy-days, as Mr. Calvin ordered at 
Geneva, would the People be generally fo far con- 
tormable. _ 

And thusT have, I hope, ſufficiently ſhewed, that our 
Church's Symbolizing in this Rite too with the Church 
of Rome no otherwiſe than ſhe doth, can be no colour 
tor Separation. - | 

It may be objected, that notwithſtanding our ha- 
ving ſeveral times cited Mr. Calvin, for the unlawtul- 
neſs of Separation from the Church of Zng/and, on 
the account of her Symbolizing as ſhe doth with the 
Church of Rome, yet he calleth her Ceremonies ?ole- 
rabiles ineptiz, tolerable fooleries, which would make 
one think that he was not 1n carneſt in calling them 
tolerable ; - fooling in the Worſhip of God being no 
doubt into/crable. 
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In Anſwer hereto, let Mr. Calvin account for his 
Joining ineptie & tolerabiles together, but the inſtan- 
ces he gives of things he ſo cenſured, were ſuch as the 
Liturgy was cleared of, in the amendment of it under 
Queen Elizabeth, viz. Prayers for the dead, (that is, 
that they m_ have a happy Reſurre@ion, not ſuch 
Prayers as ſuppoſed Purgatory”) Chriſm at Baptiſm, 
and Extreme Uniion. And beſides,he ſaith,he was in- 
formed by Mr.Xnox,of ſeveral other Popiſh Ceremonies 
that yere retained, viz. the Uſe of Wax Candles, 
divers Croſſings at the Communion, &c. which Informa- 
tion was not true. 

And now, how happy ſhould we think our ſelves, 
would our Brethren at length be perſwaded to ceaſe 
fearing where no fear is; as alſo to fear what is really 
very frightful ; namely, the guilt of ſo great a fin as 
that of Schiſm, or making and continuing a breach in 
the Church by Separation without juſt cauſe : The 
greatneſs of which fin none have more aggravated 
than Mr. Calvin, and ſeveral of our old Non-Confor- 
miſts ; who have alſo zealouſly born their Teſtimony 
againſt Separation from the Church of Zngland, and 
accordingly did zhewſelves hold Communion therewith 
generally (wiz. all the Presbyterian Party) to their 
dying day, though they could not Contorm as Minj- 
ſters. And there 1s anotht very formidable Evil too, 
which I wiſh more of our Brethren had a greater ſenſe 
of, -viz. the advantage that our Common Enemy is 
too like to make of our Sad Diviſions, and being 
crumbled into ſo many Sects and Parties, and hath 
already made, in order to their final accompliſhing 
their deſigns upon us: The truth on't is, they them- 


ſetves have had the marn hand in thoſe Diviſions, they ſo 


upbraid us with,” of which we have abundant Evidence) 


having moſt induſtriouſly followed that advice of the 
| tamous 
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(0h Mi way to weaken the Engliſh, as to ſtir up ſtrife and dif. 
eucit,quameiſ- cord among them, and (till to feed it : This wil quickly 
ſenho &diſcor- py# 3yto our hands very fair advantages and opporty- 
1 geo: nities. Their main ſpight is at the Church of Eng. 
ru6g; nutrira : Zand, as being well aware, that it hath ever fince the 
Quod co 0 Reformation been their moſt formidable Enemy, and 
caftones melio- « . , 
res ſuppecira- the moſt impregnable Bulwark in all Chriſtendom 
vit, Camp. de apainſt the mighty Power and Policy of their Church 
= a of Rome. What a madneſs therefore 1s it in hearty 
| Proteſtants, to joyn with thoſe People in layisg this 
Church as low as ever they are able! And by contend- 
ing with our Church about innocent, if not commey- 
dable things, upon the account of her ſymbolizing 
in them with the Church of Rome, eminently to en- 
danger the opening ſuch a breach as ſhall fer in all her 
Hereſies, Superſtitions , and TIdolatries ' among us, 
Which Godin his infinite Mercy prevent, by cauſing 
us to live more anſwerably to the happy Means and 
Opportunities we ow enjoy , by quenching our as 
unreaſonable as unchriſtian fierce Feuds and Animoſi- 
ties, and by making our Church like Jeruſalem of 
old, a City compadt together, and at Unity within it 
ſelf. Amen. 
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Modeſt Examination 
OF THE 


[RESOLUTION 


CASE 


CONSCIENCE; 


WHETHER 


The Church of England's Symbolizing in ſome things, 
ſo far as it doth with the ( confeſſedly Idolatrous 
Church of Rome, makes it unlawful to hold Commuy- 
nion with the Church of England, in thoſe things 
which are not by the Divine Law As and by 
thoſe Churches uſed. 
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In a Letter to a Friend, 
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Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt, at the Three Crows and 
Bible, at the lower End of Cheaphi de, 1683. 
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